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House  For  Sale:  In  Your  Language 


Asian  Immigrants  Find 
Niche  Market  in  Real  Estate 

When  Kai  Lau  first  started  selling 
real  estate  part  time  in  1985,  he 
knew  of  only  about  two  Chinese 
American  realty  agencies  in 


Boston.  Now,  there  are  more  than 
he  can  count. 

Over  the  last  several  years,  he 
said,  the  number  of  players  in 
this  niche  market  has  "increased 
drastically." 

And  with  two  decades  in  the 
business,  he  should  know.  After 


getting  into  real  estate  as  a  way 
to  make  extra  cash  on  weekends 
and  holidays,  he  eventually  trad¬ 
ed  in  his  day  job  as  an  engineer¬ 
ing  supervisor  to  run  his  real 
estate  business,  Cantonese 
World,  full  time  with  his  wife 
and  daughter. 


Though  it's  difficult  to  find 
the  exact  number  of  Asian 
American  realtors  in 
Massachusetts,  several  factors 
indicate  an  ever-increasing  pres¬ 
ence:  a  review  of  state  licenses  for 
the  industry  shows  that  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  with  Asian  sur¬ 


names  have  gotten  their  real 
estate  sales  or  brokers  licenses  in 
Massachusetts;  ads  for  real  estate 
and  mortgage  agents  fill  up  the 
pages  of  several  Asian-language 
newspapers;  and  anecdotal  evi¬ 
dence  from  Lau  and  others  sug- 
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Dr.  Goldstein 


"Homecoming”  for  Taipei  Mayor 


Taipei  Mayor  Ying-jeou  Ma,  right,  meets  with  Massachusetts 
Governor  Mitt  Romney.  Photo  by  Adam  Smith 


Mayor  Ma  Discusses 
China-Taiwan  Conflict, 
Ties  to  Boston 

During  a  daylong  visit  to 
Boston  last  month,  Ying-jeou 
Ma,  the  mayor  of  Taipei, 
Taiwan,  spoke  of  his  connec¬ 
tions  to  Boston  and  his  views 
on  the  heated  topic  of  relations 
between  Taiwan  and  China. 

During  his  March  21  trip, 
Ma  stopped  by  his  alma  mater, 
Harvard  University,  chatted 
with  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  and  gave  a 
speech  to  more  than  700  people 
in  Chinatown. 

Ma,  who  is  the  leader  of 
Taiwan's  Kuomintang  party, 
began  his  trip  to  the  Hub  by 
meeting  with  Governor  Mitt 
Romney  during  a  morning 
press  conference. 

Romney  called  Ma's  visit  a 
"homecoming,"  underscoring 
Ma's  ties  to  the  area. 

Bom  in  Hong  Kong  in  1950 
and  raised  in  Taiwan,  Ma 
attended  Harvard  Law  School 
after  earning  a  law  degree  from 
National  Taiwan  University 
and  attending  New  York 
University  School  of  Law.  He 
was  also  a  legal  consultant  to 
the  First  National  Bank  of 
Boston. 

Ma  said  he  still  has  family 


members  in  the  Hub  and  that 
he  has  "a  lot  of  connections  to 
Massachusetts." 

During  his  visit  with  the 
governor,  Ma  invited  Romney 
to  visit  his  home  country  of 
Taiwan,  and  spoke  of  the  trade 
relationships  between 
Massachusetts  and  Taiwan. 

Trade  between  Taiwan  and 
New  England  has  increased 
over  the  years  and  so  has  the 
number  of  New  England-based 
businesses  in  Taiwan,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Taipei  Economic  and 


Cultural  Office.  Companies 
with  a  presence  in  Taiwan 
include  Massachusetts-based 
Ocean  Spray,  Rhode  Island's 
Textron,  and  Vermont's  Green 
Mountain  Coffee. 

After  exchanging  gifts  with 
Romney,  Ma  gave  a  speech  at 
Harvard  University,  titled  "A 
Vision  of  Peace  and 
Prosperity,"  during  which  he 
touched  upon  the  touchy  topic 
of  China's  relationship  with 
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Tepid  Response  to 
New  Silver  Line  Plan 


Four  weeks  after  the  MBTA's 
newest  Silver  Line  announce¬ 
ment,  residents  and  businesses 
in  Chinatown  have  remained 
cautious  about  a  new  proposal 
to  complete  the  Silver  Line,  and 
said  they  were  waiting  for 
more  detailed  plans  from  the 
MBTA. 

The  project,  known  as  Silver 
Line  Phase  III,  would  connect 
the  two  existing  lines  of  the  bus 
system,  providing  continuous 
service  from  Dudley  Square  in 
Roxbury  to  Logan  Airport. 

The  newest  proposal,  which 
was  unveiled  by  the  MBTA  — 
Massachusetts  Bay 
Transportation  Authority  --  on 
March  9,  centers  on  a  mile-long 


tunnel  linking  a  portal  at 
Tremont  and  Charles  Streets  to 
a  portal  near  Boylston  station. 

The  proposed  route  follows 
seven  months  of  planning  by 
the  MBTA,  which  withdrew  a 


previous  set  of  four  proposed 
routes  last  August,  after  com¬ 
munity  opposition. 

The  previous  proposals, 
which  are  still  considered 

CONTINUED  PAGE  3 


Stuart  St. 

Tower 

Proposed 

The  skyline  around  Chinatown  will 
continue  to  rise  if  a  Boston  develop¬ 
er  succeeds  in  its  plan  to  construct 
a  28-story  condo  building  on  Stuart 
Street. 

The  tower,  proposed  by  Weston 
Associates,  would  replace  the  park¬ 
ing  lot  of  the  Jacob  Wirth 
Restaurant  and  extend  to  La  Grange 
Street.  It  will  not  touch  the  restau¬ 
rant,  which  is  a  Boston  landmark. 

Weston  Associates,  who  present¬ 
ed  the  proposal  at  this  week's 
Chinatown  Safety  Committee  meet¬ 
ing,  said  it  would  likely  devote  the 
first  six  floors  to  hotel  or  office  use 
and  the  top  22  floors  to  residential 
units,  likely  condominiums. 

The  project's  proposed  height  at 
303  feet  would  double  the  site's 
zoning  cap  of  155  feet.  In  the  past 
several  years,  buildings  of  similar 
height  have  been  approved  by  the 
city,  including  Kensington  Place, 
Park  Essex,  the  Metropolitan,  and 
Millennium  Towers.  Community 
groups  and  Chinatown  residents 
have  been  divided  on  the  trend  of 
bypassing  zoning  limits.  Some  have 
supported  allowing  the  high-rise 
projects,  saying  they  will  bring  new 
housing  and  consumers  to  the  area, 
while  others  have  protested  the 
towers,  saying  they  are  out  of  char¬ 
acter  with  the  neighborhood  and 
unaffordable  for  most  residents. 

Louis  Miller,  attorney  for  the 
developer,  did  not  say  what  zoning 
mechanism  the  developer  would 
use  to  get  around  the  height  limit. 
Miller  speculated  the  developer 
would  not  seek  a  planned  develop 
ment  area  designation,  the  same 
zoning  mechanism  used  by  the 
nearby  Kensington  Place  to  get 
approval  for  its  30-story  tower.  A 
planned  development  area  designa¬ 
tion  allows  developers  special  zon¬ 
ing  —  and  zoning  relief  —  for  large 
or  complex  projects  that  have  a 
footprint  of  one  acre  or  more. 

Weston  Associates  will  present 
its  proposal  at  the  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council  meeting  on 
April  17. 

Located  in  the  Midtown 
Cultural  District,  the  project  site  is 
not  technically  in  Chinatown  but 
abuts  the  neighborhood. 

"We  anticipate  this  is  going  to 
be  a  lengthy  development  process," 
said  Miller. 

-  Adam  Smith 
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ah-Lin! 

by  Lillian  Chan 


Wait  a  minute.  You  don't 
make  six  figures  AND  you 
don't  drive  a  nice  car. 


True.  But  they  were  just  to 
illustrate  my  point.  Seriously, 
don't  you  ever  wonder  why  you 
hardly  ever  see  an  Asian  chick 
dating  a  guy  not  White? 


/Maybe  the  ladies 
that  do  are  in 
a  different 
part  of  town. 


Or  maybe  not. 


www.lillianchan.com 


Chinatown  Community  Message  Board  # 


COMMUNITY  FESTIVAL 

►  Chinatown  Main  Streets  seeks 
vendors  for  this  year's  Chinatown 
Spring  Festival.  Event  will 
include  martial  arts,  dance,  and 
more.  Call  Debbie  Ho  at  (617) 
350-6303  or  e-mail  debbieho@veri- 
zonjiet 

DOG  WALKERS 

►  Match-Up  I  nterfaith 
Volunteers,  Inc  needs  bilingual 
(Chinese/ English)  speaking  vol¬ 
unteers  with  dogs  to  visit  nursing 
home  residents  in  Boston's  South 
End  for  two  to  four  hours  a 
month.  Training  and  assessment 
will  be  held  in  April.  A  mini¬ 


mum  commitment  of  six  months 
is  required.  Call  Ellen  at  (617) 
482-1510,  Ext.  25  for  information 
or  visit  www.matchelder.org  and 
click  on  the  PetPals  Program. 
LOST  FRIENDS 

tin  Search  of  Lost  Relatives 
Searching  for  Mei  Lan  Wong, 
from  Hoi  Ping;  husband  H.  Bar 
Wong.They  lived  in  258  Harrison 
Avenue  in  1962.  If  you  know  any¬ 
thing  about  them,  please  e-mail 
carmenchio@prodigy.net.mx. 

STUDY  PARTNERS 

►  I  have  been  learning  Mandarin 
in  Chinatown  for  about  two 


years.  I  would  like  to  know  if  any 
Mandarin  speaker  in  the  Boston 
area  would  like  to  share  histori¬ 
cal,  language  and  cultural  ideas 
and  insight  with  me.  Kevin 
Carroll.  (978)  223-0900  or 
kcc@ihrsa.org. 


If  you  would  like  to  post  a  message 
on  the  message  board  —  subject  to 
editing  and  approval  —  please  e-mail 
Englishedi  tor@Sampcm .  drg 
Sampan  may  reject  inappropriate 
items. 


Chinatown  Meetings 

|  The  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Council  meets 
every  third  Monday  of  the 
month,  except  for  holidays,  at  6 
pain,  at  90  Tyler  St. 

|  The  Chinatown  Resident 
Association  meets  every  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month  at 
6:30  p.m.  at  the  Josiah  Quincy 
School  cafeteria,  885 
Washington  St 
|  The  Chinatown  Safety 
Committee  meets  every'  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month  at 
1030  a.m.  at  the  DoubleTree 
Hotel  on  Washington  Street 

Want  to  get  your  meeting  listed? 
E-mail  Englisheditor@Sampan.org 


Lesley  Ellis  School 


CONFIDENCE.  COMMUNITY.  CURIOSITY. 


Lesley  Ellis  School  in  Arlington, 

MA  is  on  affordable  independent 
school  (Age  2.9  -  Grade  5) 
offering  a  nationally  recognized 
progressive,  anti-bias  education 
with  ambitious  goals  for  learning. 


Now  aexapting  application!  far  tha  2006-2007  tchaal  year. 


STRONG  ACADEMICS.  ARTS.  SPANISH.  MUSIC  UBRARY.  PE. 


41  Foster  Street,  Arttngton,  MA  02474 
781-641-1344  /  www.lesltyeHls.org 


This  Issue... 

Because  of  the  Real  Estate  Special  section,  space 
did  not  permit  some  regular  columns  and  sections, 
such  as  the  CultureConnector™  and  Focus  on 
Youth. 

These  will  return  in  the  next  issue.  Next  issue's 
Culture  Connector  will  feature  locations  of 
Buddhist  temples  in  Greater  Boston. 
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Department  of 
Education 


Purpose. 

To  become  a  teacher. 

Passion. 

For  quality  and  accessible  education 

Commitment. 

To  teaching  in  a  high  need  school. 


The  Massachusetts  Initiative  for  New  Teachers  (MINT)  is  dedicated  to  recruiting 
and  training  high  quality  educators  who  are  equipped  with  a  strong  academic/ 
professional  background  in  Mathematics,  the  Sciences  and  English  language  arts. 

Visit  the  MINT  homepage  at  www.doemass.org/inint  dedicated  to  informing  and 
educating  all  those  who  have  a  desire  to  Make  a  Difference! 

An  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmativc  Action  Employer 


interested  in 

rejuvenating  your  career? 

Searching  for  the  career  of  a  lifetime  that  will  personally  . 
engage  you,  allow  your  instinctive  creativity  to  flow,  and  renew 
your  well  being?  We  invite  you  to  learn  more  about  the  types 
of  opportunities  that  exist  at  The  Westin  Boston  Waterfront. 


job  fair 

Monday,  April  10  -  Thursday,  April  13 
8:00  am  -  6:30  pm 

Boston  Convention  &  Exhibition  Center 
.415  Summer  Street 
Boston,  MA  02210 

See  us  at  the  job  fair  or  apply  online  at 

www.westin.jobs 

Job  Hotline: 

617-532-4680 


The  Westin 

BOSTON  WATERFRONT 

personal  instinctive  renewal 


Silver  Line  Proposal  Upsets  Some  in  Bay  Village 


FROM  PAGE  1 

potential  alternatives,  con¬ 
sisted  of  tunnels  running 
through  Chinatown  and 
close  to  the  New  England 
Medical  Center  and  the 
DoubleTree  Hotel  and  a 
route  traveling  through  the 
Columbus  Avenue  in  the 
South  End. 

The  plans  calling  for 
tunnels  in  Chinatown  was 
sharply  criticized  in  the 
neighborhood,  as  business¬ 
es  and  community  leaders 
complained  the  access 
could  prevent  emergency 
vehicles  from  reaching  the 
Medical  Center.  The 
DoubleTree  Hotel  said 
noise  and  pollution  from 
the  construction  would 
cripple  business  and  force 
it  to  close.  The  Columbus 
Avenue  proposal  was  criti¬ 
cized  by  many  in  the  Bay 
Village  and  South  End. 

The  newest  proposal 
tries  to  address  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  last  set  of 
plans  by  moving  the 
entrance  of  the  tunnel  to  a 
mid-street  portal,  limiting 
noise  pollution  and  con¬ 
struction  on  the  side  of  the 
street. 

The  MBTA  said  initial 
public  response  has  made 
them  confident  this  is  the 
right  plan 

"We  got  a  lot  of  positive 
comments  to  it,"  said 
Andrew  Brennan,  MBTA's 
director,  of  environmental 


affairs.  "There  were  very 
solid  editorials  in  the 
Boston  Globe  and  Boston 
Herald.  The  initial  reactions 
were  very  positive." 

Congressman  Michael 
Capuano  has  also 
expressed  his  support  for 
the  project,  Brennan  said. 

But  the  reaction  in 
Chinatown  was  muted, 
even  after  the  MBT A  gave 
presentations  to  neighbor¬ 
hood  community  groups. 
Sampan  was  not  invited  to 
any  presentations  on  the 
project. 

Jun  Xie,  who  works  for 
the  Boston  Chinatown 
Resident  Association,  said 
the  group  wasn't  ready  to 
comment  on  the  project. 
The  group's  board  has  met 
to  discuss  it,  she  said,  but 
won't  reach  a  conclusion 
until  later  this  month. 

Xie  said  the  group  is 
now  only  ready  to  say  they 
want  more  information  on 
the  project.  "We'd  like  the 
MBTA  to  give  us  a  more 
detailed  public  presenta¬ 
tion,"  she  said. 

Those  comments  were 
echoed  by  Bill  Moy,  co- 
moderator  of  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council.  Moy  was  present 
at  the  MBT  A  presentation 
on  the  project,  but  said  the 
information  given  was 
insignificant. 

"They  have  to  be  more 
specific  on  what  they  want 


to  do,"  said  Moy.  "They're 
going  away  from  the  hospi¬ 
tals  and  the  hotels,  but 
they're  coming  into  resi¬ 
dential  Chinatown.  Why 
are  they  doing  that?"  he 
said.  "It  may  be  the  best 
way  to  go,  but  people  have 
to  give  us  reasons  why  this 
way  is  better  than  another." 

Robert  J.  Newman,  the 
General  Manager  of  the 
Doubletree  Hotel  and  a 
vocal  critic  of  the  previous 
plan,  remained  skeptical. 

"We  do  not  yet  know 
what  are  the  impacts  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  newly  pro¬ 
posed  portal  location,"  he 
said  by  e-mail.  “We  plan  to 
work  with  our  neighbors  in 
the  community  and  the 
MBTA  to  ensure  that  any 
negative  impacts  of  this 
proposed  portal  are  fully 
mitigated." 

The  most  vocal  response 
to  the  plan  has  come  from 
Bay  Village,  which  will 
now  see  more  construction 
in  the  new  alignment. 

"We  were  outraged,  to 
put  it  mildly,"  said  Mark 
Slater,  president  of  the  Bay 
Village  Neighborhood 
Association. 

The  group  is  concerned 
the  tunnel  would  damage 
the  water  table  underneath 
the  homes,  which  are  built 
on  Boston's  oldest  landfill. 
They  also  believe  vibrations 
from  construction  could 
damage  the  homes,  which 


were  constructed  for  work¬ 
ing  class  residents  over  a 
century  ago. 

The  association  met 
with  the  MBT  A  for  four 
hours  on  March  8,  said 
Slater,  the  day  before  the 
plan  was  announced  to  the 
public.  Slater  said  the  meet¬ 
ing  focused  on  a  broad 
overview  of  construction, 
and  the  group  left  the 
meeting  believing  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  still  being  planned. 

The  next  day,  the  group 
heard  the  MBT  A's 
ann  ouncem  ent. 

"Not  only  was  the 
process  bad  (and)  the  con¬ 
clusion  incorrect,"  he  said, 
"but  the  way  we  were  treat¬ 
ed  was  in  bad  faith." 

The  group  has  launched 
an  effort  to  ensure  the  plan 
doesn't  move  forward. 

More  than  100  letters  of 
protest  have  been  sent,  and 
now  the  group  is  contacting 
associations  in  abutting 
communities,  trying  to 
gauge  the  opinion  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  Roxbury  and  other 
areas. 

"What  we're  finding  is 
that  no  one  is  in  support  of 
this  project,"  Slater  said, 
"whether  the  project  is  in 
their  backyard  or  not." 

But  Slater  added  he  has 
not  yet  met  with  anyone  in 
Chinatown,  although  he 
plans  to  in  the  near  future. 

Even  if  the  MBT  A  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  no  changes,  con¬ 


struction  of  the  line  will  not 
begin  for  at  least  three 
years.  The  agency  still 
needs  to  obtain  funding  for 
the  project,  which  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  cost  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars.  The  MBT  A 
wants  to  pay  for  the  project 
with  60%  federal  funds, 

40%  state  funds. 

Now  the  agency  is  con¬ 
centrating  on  drafting 
requests  for  monies  from 
the  federal  government, 
and  an  environmental 
review,  which  could  be 
ready  as  early  as  the  fall. 

Once  started,  Brennan 
said  construction  would 
take  four  to  five  years, 
although  it  would  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  sections,  and 
would  not  require  any 
streets  to  completely  close. 

"You  might  lose  a  lane, 
but  you'U  always  maintain 
the  flow  of  traffic  over  the 
course  of  construction,"  he 
said. 

But  before  the  project 
can  reach  that  point,  they 
m  ight  face  another  type  of 
roadblock  from  local  resi¬ 
dents. 

Slater  said  he'll  continue 
to  fight  the  project  by  any 
means  necessary,  from 
meeting  with  the  MBT  A  to 
suing  to  halt  construction. 

"It's  time  the  T  started 
listening  to  us,  rather  than 
the  T  telling  us  what  we 
want,"  he  said. 

-Jon  Schubin 


Health  Center  Says  It’s  Target  of  “Libelous”  Flyers 


A  Chinatown  health  center 
and  doctor  say  someone 
has  mailed  flyers  —  possi¬ 
bly  hundreds  of  them  — 
with  libelous  statements 
handwritten  in  Chinese, 
accusing  the  two  of  mis¬ 
leading  and  lying  to 
patients. 

South  Cove 

Community  Health  Center 
and  Dr.  Robert  H.  Wu,  who 
has  a  private  practice  and  is 
not  affiliated  with  the 
health  center,  are  accused 
in  the  flyers  of  persuading 
elderly  patients  to  join  a 
new  insurance  plan  to 
receive  free  medicine.  The 
flyers  state  that  their 
anonymous  writer's  grand¬ 
mother  and  grandfather 
lost  their  Medicare  and 


MassHealth  insurance  after 
signing  onto  a  new  plan. 

"They're  falsely  accusing 
us,"  said  Eugene  Welch, 
executive  director  of  South 
Cove  Community  Health 
Center. 

He  said  that  after  first 
reading  the  flyers  that  were 
sent  out  in  February  and 
March,  "I  felt  like  someone 
slapped  us  in  the  face." 

Welch  said  he  welcomes 
the  writer  of  the  flyer  to 
meet  with  him  to  discuss 
any  possible  complaint, 
and  he  offered  to  have  a 
reporter  present  as  a  third- 
party  observer. 

"I  would  welcome  any¬ 
one  to  come  forward  and 
we  would  investigate  it.  I 
would  give  anybody  the 


TOWN  OF  BROOKLINE 

Recreation  Leader 


;  Seeking  an  experienced  Recreation  Leader  able  to  partidpate  in 
|the  planning,  coordination,  development  and  implementation  | 
of  a  wide  variety  of  recreational,  leisure,  and  educational 
programs  for  the  Town  of  Brookline.  Salary  $830/ week 

Resume  and  cover  letter  by  April  14, 2006  to: 

Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources  -  3rd  Floor, 

333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445 

AA/ADA/EOE 

For  more  information,  go  to: 


w3vw.townofbrooklinemass.com 


benefit  of  the  doubt,"  he 
said.  But  he  said  that 
because  the  writer  did  not 
include  a  name,  the  act  of  . 
sending  out  the  flyers  was 
"cowardly." 

The  health  center,  which 
has  specialized  in  serving 
Chinese-speaking  residents 
for  the  past  34  years,  has 
seven  staffers  devoted  to 
assisting  patients  who  need 
advice  with  financing  med¬ 
ical  bills  and  obtaining 
health  insurance,  said 
Welch. 

Dr.  Robert  H.  Wu,  who 
was  also  accused  in  the  fly¬ 
ers  along  with  the  health 
center,  called  the  flyers 
"blackmail"  and  untrue. 

Wu,  who  has  offices  in 
Quincy  and  Chinatown, 
said  that  he  first  discovered 
the  flyers  in  February’  when 
patients  brought  them  in. 


He  said  the  first  day  they 
appeared,  10  different  peo¬ 
ple  showed  them  to  him  on 
the  same  day. 

According  to  state 
records,  Wu  has  had  no 
malpractice  suits  filed 


against  him  in  the  last  10 
years  and  no  criminal  or 
other  complaints  over  the 
same  time  period. 

"It  affects  our  reputation 
and  that's  really  upsetting," 
said  Welch.  -Adam  Smith 


State  Officially 
Offers  Parcel 
to  Chinatown- 
Boston  Team 

By  Adam  Smith 

A  Chinatown  and  Boston 
development  team's  pro¬ 
posal  to  construct  a  315- 
unit  housing  project  in 
Chinatown  was  approved 
today  by  the  board  of  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike 
Authority. 

The  Asian  Community 
Development  Corporation 
and  New  Boston 
Envelopment  Partners  had 
gotten  unofficial  word  two 
weeks  ago  that  they  won 
the  bid,  but  the  offer  was 
not  confirmed  until  March 
30. 

In  March  2005,  the 
development  team  submit¬ 
ted  the  only  proposal  to 
develop  the  Hudson  Street 
lot  also  known  as  Parcel  24 
For  several  years  prior  to 
submitting  the  develop¬ 
ment  plan,  the  Asian  CDC, 
along  with  other  communi¬ 
ty  groups,  advocated  for 
affordable  housing  on  the 
land  where  immigrant 
families  once  lived  before 
they  were  pushed  out  for 
highway  construction  in 
the  1950s  and  1960s. 

The  proposal  by  Asian 
CDC  and  New  Boston  calls 
for  a  22-story  condo  and 
apartment  project  that 
would  include  space  for 
retail  and  community  use 
and  165  parking  spaces. 

A  Turnpike  Authority 
spokesman  said  said  he 
could  not  discuss  the  lease 
price  of  the  parcel  and  that 
the  next  step  in  the  process 
would  be  to  "come  to  an 
agreement  on  a  lease." 


Ying-jeou  Ma  in 
Boston 

FROM  PAGE  1 

Taiwan.  While  Taiwan  con¬ 
siders  itself  an  independent 
territory  with  its  own 
democratic  government, 
China  considers  it  a  run¬ 
away  province  that  should 
be  reunited  with  China. 

Ma  said  he  is  willing  to 
continue  talks  with  China, 
and  that  he  agrees  with  the 
"one  China  two  interpreta¬ 
tions"  policy.  In  addition. 


Skilled  manual  trade  work  painting  maintaining  and  repairing 
•  .  town  facilities  FLS.  plus  3-5  yrs  '  painting  and  general 
maintenance  experience.  MA  Dnver's  Lie.  $897/  wk. 


Water  Pipelayer/Laborer 


Manual  labor  relating  to  water  pipelaying  H.S  plus  2  vrs.' 
performing  water  /sewer  projects,  or  other  maintenance  and 
utility  projects;  and  use  of  light  equipment/ trucks. 

MA  Driver's  lie.  $743/  wk. 

plkants  must  complete  a  Labor  Service  application  available 

fine  or  at  Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources  -  3rd  Floo& 
333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445.  .AA/ADA/EOE 


www.townofbrooklinemass.com 
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CAREERS  @  WELLESLEY  COLLEGE 


DIRECTOR  OF  SUMMER 
PROGRAMMING 

Summer  Program 

CLASS  DEAN  AND  DIRECTOR 
OF  HARAMBEE  HOUSE 

Student  Life 

LEAD  TEACHER 

Child  Study  Center 

HUMAN  RESOURCES  INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS  ANALYST 

Human  Resources 

RESEARCH  COORDINATOR 

Psychology  Department 

If  interested,  please  apply  by  using  the  following  link: 
http://careers.wellesley.edu/wellesley/jobboard/  or  mail 
to:  Human  Resources,  106  Central  Street,  Wellesley,  MA 
02481.  Please  reference  job  code  SP0407. 

Wellesley  College  is  an  EO/AA  institution  and  employet  The  College  is 
comnnlted  lo  met  easing  Ihe  divetsily  ot  the  college  conimunily  and  Ihe 
curriculum  Candidates  who  believe  they  will  coninbule  lo  Ihal  goal  are 
encouraged  to  apply 

Visit  our  website  at  www.wellesley.edu/HFV 


he  said  he  wants  to  conduct 
a  long-term  peace' agree¬ 
ment  with  China,  and  begin 
direct  flights  from  Taiwan 
to  China.  Currently,  flights 
to  China  must  go  through 
Hong  Kong. 

Continuing  the  discus¬ 
sion  that  evening  at  Empire 
Garden  restaurant  in 
Chinatown,  Ma  said  he 
wants  to  "maintain  the  pre¬ 
sent  status  quo"  between 
the  two  Chinese  countries 
and  "not  to  claim  indepen¬ 
dence  or  hurry  to  unite 
Taiwan  with  China." 

"At  the  present  time,  we 
need  to  concentrate  on  the 
development  of  democracy 
and  economy  and  decrease 
the  differences  between 
these  two  places." 

Ma  is  widely  viewed  as 
a  potential  presidential  can¬ 
didate  in  Taiwan,  as  he  is 
the  leader  of  the  KMT,  or 
Kuom intang  Party. 

"If  the  people  could  vote 
for  the  candidate  from 
KMT,"  said  Ma,  "I  believe 
that  the  KMT  will  be  the 


peacemaker  rather  than 
troublemaker"  when  it 
comes  to  China  and  Taiwan 
relations. 

Ma,  who  is  fluent  in 
English  and  often  called  a 
charismatic  leader,  showed 
off  not  only  his  political 
views  during  his  trip  to  the 
Hub,  but  also  his  sense  of 
humor.  At  his  speech  at 
Harvard,  Ma  said  that 
while  a  student  at  the  uni¬ 
versity,  Iris  wife  became 
pregnant  and  the  two  at 
first  considered  naming 
their  first-born  daughter 
"Cambridge,"  after  their 
new  academic  home. 
Predicting  trouble,  howev¬ 
er,  the  couple  decided 
against  the  name:  Every 
time  their  daughter  would 
introduce  herself  as 
Cambridge  Ma,  he  said, 
people  would  likely  ask: 
"What's  your  zip  code?" 

-Adam  Smith,  Anita  Chang, 
and  Yang  Yang 


TOWN  OF  BROOKLINE 

Human  Resources  Director 


The  Town  of  Brookline,  a  dynamic  and  diverse  community  of 
57,000,  seyks  an  innovative  and  seasoned  professional  to  direct 
the  Town’s  human  resources  program  Reports  directly  to  the 
Town  Administrator,  Full  range  of  HR/ Personnel  responsibili- 
-  ties  including  collective  bargaining.  Position  involves  extensive 
%  interaction 'with  Boards  and  Commissions,  residents,  union 
officials,  employees  arid  retirees  Salary  range  $S9k  $105K. 
Resume  and  letter  of  interest  by  April  26, 2006  to: 

Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources  -  3rd  Floor 
333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445 
AA/ADA/EOE 
For  more  information,  go  to: 


www.townofbrooklinemass.com 
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POLITICS 


Sampan  April  7,  2006  P.  4 


Capuano  in  Chinatown 


Bv  Adam  Smith 

Congressman  Michael 
Capuano  makes  no  bones 
about  his  political  views, 
even  though  he  is  in  the 
minority  in  the  U.S.  —  a 
member  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

Capuano,  whose  district 
includes  Boston's 
Chinatown,  recently  spoke 
in  the  neighborhood,  dis¬ 
cussing  his  views  on  Social 
Security,  the  Iraq  War, 
development  of  low-income 
housing,  and  other  issues. 

Opening  his  discussion 
on  March  22,  Capuano,  a 
self-described  "proud  liber¬ 
al,"  who  will  run  against 
Republican  candidate 
Bobby  Constantino  of 
Boston  in  the  November 
election  (see  accompanying 
story),  said  he  ran  for  office 
to  fight  for  what  he  believes 
in.  Much  of  what  he 
believes  in,  he  said,  are 
ideals  standard  to  the 
Democratic  Party. 

He  said  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  law  passed  in  America 
in  the  last  century  is  Social 
Security  and  that  attempts 
to  "privatize"  it  are  equal  to 
getting  rid  of  it. 

"I  think  Medicare  is  the 
second  best  piece  of  legisla¬ 
tion  in  the  last  century, "  he 
said  before  warning  that 
Medicare  is  in  danger 
because  it's  under-funded. 

The  congressman  sug¬ 
gested  much  of  his  political 
fighting  has  been  a  losing 
battle  to  the  Republican 
Party  --  except  in  blue-state 


Massachusetts. 

"Right  now,  I'm  in  the 
minority,"  said  the  con¬ 
gressman. 

Discussing  the  so-called 
national  divide  of  liberals 
versus  conservatives, 
Capuano  said  one  side  of 
the  country,  the  conserva¬ 
tive  side,  believes  that 
"you're  on  your  own"  when 
it  comes  to  education, 
health  care,  and  jobs,  and 
that  other'  side,  the  liberal 
side,  believes  that  "we're  on 
our  own  for  some  things, 
but  that  there  are  some 
things  we  all  deserve,"  such 
as  health  care,  education, 
and  "basic  housing." 

After  a  Chinatown  resi¬ 
dent  asked  how  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  could  increase  its 
supply  of  low-income  hous¬ 
ing,  Capuano  said:  "Here's 
the  problem:  The  federal 
government  has  been  get¬ 
ting  out  of  the  housing 
business... .  So  you  can't 
rely  on  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  The  best  way  to  get 
more  affordable  housing  is 
to  do  what  you  can  with  the 
federal  government,  with 
whatever'  money  there  is, 
but  the  next  best  way  is 
state  and  local  money." 

When  asked  if  he  felt  the 
federal  government  should 
ensure  that  local  govern¬ 
ments  follow  community 
development  plans,  the 
congressman  said  that  "the 
federal  government  will 
never  do  it,  and  I  would 
never  support  that  because 
the  last  thing  in  the  world  I 
would  ever  want  is  a  bunch 


Capuano  takes  a  question 
from  a  Chinatown  resident 


of  members  of  congress 
from  Texas  telling  us  how 
to  live  in  Massachusetts." 

As  for  the  Iraq  War, 
Capuano  said  that  he 
believes  "the  American  peo¬ 
ple  were  lied  to"  by  the 
White  House  prior  to  the 
U.S.  invasion  ot  Iraq  three 
years  ago,  and  he  believes 
there  should  be  an  investi¬ 
gation  on  the  matter. 

Despite  his  liberal  per¬ 
suasion,  however,  Capuano 
said  he  is  a  fiscal  conserva¬ 
tive,  and  criticized  the  pres¬ 
ident  for  the  U.S.'s  debt, 
which  is  reaching  nearly 
$8.4  trillion.  "Many  people' 
confuse  a  fiscal  conserva¬ 
tive  with  somebody  who 
wants  to  slash  taxes,  I  don't. 
However,  I  want  to  say  to 
you  that  whatever  services 
you  want.. .you've  got  to 
pay  for  them.. .if  you're  not 
going  to  pay  taxes,  you've 
got  to  reduce  your  ser¬ 
vices." 


Meet  Bobby  Constantino 


Capuano's  Challenger 

By  Adam  Smith 

Bobby  Constantino,  a 
Republican  from  Boston, 
will  run  for  the 
Massachusetts  Eighth 
Congressional  District  in 
the  November  election, 
challenging  incumbent 
Michael  Capuano. 

Constantino,  28,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Saint  Anselm 
College  and  Suffolk 
University  Law  School  and 
is  a  former  assistant  district 
attorney  at  Roxbury 
District  Court. 

After  Capuano's  talk  in 
Chinatown  last  month,  the 
Sampan  spoke  with 
Constantino  over  the 
phone  about  his  views  on 
topics  from  Social  Security 
to  crime. 

On  Social  Security 

"I  don't  necessarily  dis¬ 
agree  with  (Capuano's) 
criticism  of  privatizing 
Social  Security,"  said 
Constantino.  "I'm  not  for 
throwing  money  at  the 
problem,  however,  without 
any  regard  to  taxpayer 
resources.  ...We  should  be 
coming  up  with  innovative 
business  strategies  to  con¬ 
front  the  problems  facing 
Social  Security." 

He  said  the  government 
should  give  incentives  for 
people  to  live  more  health¬ 
ily,  especially  since  more 
people  who  are  on  Social 
Security  also  receive 
Medicaid  and  Medicare 


The  fewer  costly  med¬ 
ical  procedures  —  especially 
those  related  to  obesity  — 
the  more  money  saved,  he 
maintained. 

On  Medicare 

"I'm  not  your  traditional 
Republican  candidate 
because  I  don't  necessarily 
want  to  save  money  at  the 
expense  of  citizens.  I  think 
that  people  should  always 
come  before  economic  poll 
cy.  That's  not  to  sav  I  don't 
value  economic  forces  and 
that  shouldn't  be  allowed 
to  run  their  course  It's  just 
that  it  should  never  be  at 
the  expense  of  people." 

But,  he  repeated,  the 
government  should  pro¬ 
vide  incentives  for  people 
to  live  healthier  to  bring 
down  Medicare's  cost. 

On  the  Iraq  War 
"Whether  or  not  we  were 
justified  in  going,  that  is 
not  the  issue  anymore 
When  all  is  said  and  done, 
if  it  is  in  fact  the  case  that 
we  shouldn't  have  gone, 
that  we  were  misled,  we 
should  deal  with  that  later. 
Right  now,  Iraq  is  destabi¬ 
lizing  almost  into  civil  war, 
and  our  troops  are  facing 
greater  and  greater  danger 
every  single  day." 

He  thinks  it's  inappro¬ 
priate  to  call  for  an  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  reasons  for 
going  to  war  right  now. 

"We  can  sort  the  pieces 
later  on,"  he  said.  "Right 
now  our  priority  should  be 
to  stabilize  Iraq  and  keep 
our  troops  safe  by  getting 
the  international  communi¬ 


ty  involved." 

On  Federally 
Subsidized  Housing 

He  believes  the  country 
should  help  "society's 
neediest  residents."  "If 
elderly  people  are  getting 
priced  out  of  areas  where 
they've  lived  their  whole 
lives  and  their  whole  lives 
are  going  to  be  disrupted 
because  of  the  rising  cost  of 
housing  --  then  1  think  that 
the  government  should  be 
able  to  help  out." 

On  Crime 

"We  have  a  problem  in 
Boston  right  now  of  young 
people  shooting  and  killing 
each  other,"  he  said.  "The 
problem  is  that  we  are  not 
reaching  our  younger  peo¬ 
ple  until  it's  way  too  late. 
We're  not  creating  pro¬ 
grams  or  the  type  of  char¬ 
acter  education  that  would 
save  them  before  they  walk 
off  the  ledge" 

He  said  the  U.S.  spends 
billions  and  billions  of  dol¬ 
lars  on  incarcerat  ing  young 
people  when  it  should  be 
"spending  that  kind  of 
money  on  the  programs 
that  save  our  young  people 
before  they  end  up  in  jail." 

He  said  he  would  like 
to  see  the  creation  of  a 
mentoring  program  in 
which  young  college  grad 
uates  mentor  at-risk  youth. 
Such  a  program,  he  said, 
would  keep  graduates  in 
Boston  by  helping  them 
pay  off  their  student  loans 
and'  at  the  same  time  pro¬ 
vide  help  for  at-risk  kids. 


Asian  American  Commission  Nearing  Reality 


A  bill  proposed  last 
November  that  would  cre¬ 
ate  an  Asian  American 
commission  in 
Massachusetts  appears  like¬ 
ly  to  go  before  the  governor 
soon. 

The  bill  has  passed 
through  the  Massachusetts 
Senate  and  House,  but  as  of 
this  week  was  held  up 
because  of  an  amendment 
proposal  in  the  House. 

Tire  House  wanted  to 
prohibit  the  commission 
from  receiving  funding, 
though  the  bill  does  not 
request  state  funding  for 
staff  of  the  commission. 

As  the  bill  winds 


through  the  state's  legisla¬ 
tive  process.  Governor  Mitt 
Romney  appointed  his  own 
Asian  American 
Commission  members  on 
Thursday,  March  30,  recon¬ 
stituting  the  14-member 
commission  created  by 
Governor  William  W eld  in 
1992  that  was  defunct  for 
several  years. 

The  commission  created 
by  Romney,  who  is  nearing 
the  end  of  his  term  as  gov¬ 
ernor,  is  unrelated  to  the 
biH,  which  was  co-filed  by 
state  senator  'Michael 
Morrissey  and  representa¬ 
tive  Bruce  J.  Ayers,  both 
Democrats  of  Quincy. 


If  passed,  the  bill  would 
create  a  permanent,  18-per¬ 
son  commission  that  would 
focus  on  statewide  issues 
affecting  Asian  Americans. 

Proponents  of  the  bill 
contend  it  would  create  a 
body  that  could  represent 
the  state's  growing  popula¬ 
tion  of  Asian  Americans, 
which>  according  to  the 
2000  Census,  is  dose  to 
240,000.  -A.S. 

Sampan  Seeks 
Guest  Opinion 
Writers.  Call  (617) 
426-9492,  Ext.207. 


You've  been  a  career  professional  for  years  now. 

It  may  be  the  right  time  for  you  to  have  a  positive 
influence  on  tomorrow's  professionals.  Why  not 
teach  part  time?  Sharing  your  knowledge  with  our 
motivated  Wentworth  students  could  be  that  career 
move  you've  always  wanted  to  make 


Part-time  faculty  positions  are  available  in 
the  following  departments: 

-  Applied  Math  &  Sciences 

-  Architecture 

-  Civil,  Construction  &  Environment 

-  Electronics  &  Mechanical 

-  Design  &  Facilities 

-  Humanities,  Social  Sciences  &  Management 


That  little  voice 

telling  you  to 

give  back 

is  getting 

LOUDER. 


Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology,  in  Boston's 
Fenway  neighborhood,  is  a  nationally  ranked, 
independent,  coeducational  institution  offering 
students  unparalleled  co-op  career  opportunities 
through  its  unique  hands-on  learning  approach  Our 
1 4  bachelor  s  degree  programs  are  in  such  areas  as 
engineering,  architecture,  computa-  science,  and 
engineering  technology.  Wentworth  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Colleges  of  the  Fenway  Consortium,  one  of 
Boston's  largest  academic  collaborations. 

To  apply,  please  forward  your  cover  letter  and 
resume  to:  Human  Resources  Department,  do 
Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology,  5S0  Huntington 
Avenue,  Boston,  MA02I  15;  Fax:617-989-4195, 
email:  hrjobs(«>vvit  edu 

Wentworth  Institute  of  Technology  is  an  equfil 
opportunity  employer  committed  to  recruiting 
and  retaining  a  culturally  diverse  workforce 

www.wit.edu 


Part  Time 
Administrator 
(full  time  possible) 


Fluent  in  English  & 
skillful  in  computer. 
Flexible  hours.  Nice 
working  environment. 
Please  email  or  fax 
resume  to  info@Finan- 
cialSciences.com, 


(617)338-6366. 


Small  manufacturing 
company  seeks  professional 
sewer  with  at  least  5  years 
experience  in  production 
sewing  facility. background  in 
the  shoe  industry  preferred. 
Must  have  basic  English. 
Compensation  $10/hr  + 
benefits.  Located  within  8 
minute  walk  from 
Chinatown. 

Call  61 7-423-461 3  x20lor 
more  info. 


MASSACHUSETTS  TEACHERS  ASSOCIATION 

Senior  Accounting  Clerk- 
Accounts  Receivable 


The  Massachusetts  Teachers  Association,  the  largest  public-sector  union 
in  Massachusetts  representing  over  100,000  educators  and  education 
professionals,  is  seeking  qualified  applicants  for  the  position  of  Senior 
Accounting  Clerk  Accounts  Receivable  in  our  Finance  &  Accounting 
division.  This  position  is  based  in  our  Boston  headquarters  on 
Beacon  Hill. 

The  successful  candidate  will  be  responsible  for  maintaining  detailed 
accounts  receivable  records,  membership  processing,  reconciling 
account  s,  maki ng  deposi  ts,  applyi  ug  cash  receipts  and  collecting  past  due 
amounts.  Additional  responsibilities  include  working  directly  with  our 
local  teacher  associations,  monitoring  member  payroll  deduction 
schedules  and  initiating  ACH  wire  transfers. 

Qualifications  include  five  years  of  accounting,  accounts  receivable  and 
collection  experience,  well-developed  written,  verbal,  interpersonal  and 
computet  skills,  and  a  high  level  of  attention  to  detail  and  accuracy. 
A  college  degree  in  accounting  is  preferred.  We  offer  an  excellent 
slat  ting  salary  in  addition  to  a  comprehensive  benefits  package. 

Please  either  mail,  email,  or  fax  a  letter  of  application  and  resume 
by  April  14, 2006  to: 

MTA  Human  Resources 
20  Ashburton  Place  •  Boston,  MA  02108 
Fax:  617-725-4287  ♦  Email:  jcondon@massteacher.org 

NO  PHONE  CAIIS  «MSF 
MTA  is  an  Equai  CjppiOMVNM’Em.O'tm 


WANG  YMCA  OF  CHINATOWN 

Branch  Executive  Director 

The  YMCA  of  Greater  Boston  is  seeking  candidates  for  the  Branch  Executive  Director  position  at  the 
Wang  YMCA  of  Chinatown.  The  Executive  Director  is  responsible  for  establishing  and  implementing 
the  mission,  goals  and  values  of  the  YMCA  within  the  community.  This  involves  all  aspects  of 
building  an  outstanding  staff  (recruiting,  hiring,  and  training),  developing  and  working  with  an 
involved  volunteer  board  of  directors,  and  establishing  the  YMCA  as  an  important  force  for  local 
community  development.  The  branch  Executive  is  also  responsible  for  ensuring  quality  member 
service  and  effective  marketing  to  grow  membership,  program  development  and  expansion, 
managing  to  budget,  facility  management,  and  achieving  local  fundraising  objectives. 

To  be  considered  for  this  position  you  must  have: 

•  Sever.  (7)  or  more  years  of  successful  management  experience,  preferably  in  a  non-profit 
organization,  including  hiring  and  developing  staff. 

•  Active  involvement  in  community  affairs  and  the  ability  access  and  influence  community  leaders. 

•  Demonstrated  success  in  fundraising. 

•  The  ability  to  articulate  the  mission  and  values  of  the  YMCA  to  diverse  audiences. 

•  Demonstrated  proficiency  in  budgeting' fiscal  management,  marketing,  and  client  sendee 
delivery. 

•  knowledge  of  building  management  principles. 

•  Knowledge  of  quality  member  service  delivery. 

Qualified  candidates  are  invited  to  sub  nut  their  resume  and  a  cover  letter  to  iobs@vmcaboston.org  for 
consideration.  No  phone  calls  please. 
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Chinatown  Associations 
Celebrate  New  Year 


Arts  and  Events  Calendar 


►  MUSIC  W  ►FILMS 


CRA  Celebrates 

What  makes  a  feast? 

For  the  Boston 
Chinatown  Resident 
Association,  take  one  part 
jellyfish,  mix  in  a  dash  of 
lion  dancing,  add  300  local 
residents  and  community 
supporters,  and  voila! 

The  sixth  annual  feast 
ushered  in  the  year  of  the 
dog  at  China  Pearl  restau¬ 
rant.  But  what  the  event  lost 
in  promptness,  it  more  than 
made  up  for  in  enthusiasm. 

Before  dinner,  people 
both  in  and  out  of  the  orga¬ 
nization  praised  the  group's 
advocacy  last  year  in  the 
effort  for  bilingual  ballots, 
which  came  about  after  a 
law  suit  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Justice. 

"From  now  on,  you 
don't  need  someone  to  go 
into  the  booth  with  you,  and 
that's  a  fundamental  right 
we  now  have,"  co-chair 
Marie  Moy  said. 

City  councilors  Felix 
Arroyo  and  Chuck  Turner 
addressed  the  audience,  and 
councilor  Sam  Yoon,  though 
not  present,  sent  a  procla¬ 
mation  that  said:  "It  is  a 
blessing  to  be  working  with 
such  hard-working  activists 
for  the  Chinese 
community." 

-  Jon  Schubm 


Keeping  the 

By  Adam  Smith 

The  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  plans  to  memo¬ 
rialize  two  of  its  founding 
members.  You  King  Yee,  a 
former  farmer  in  Toishan, 
China,  and  Henry  Wong,  a 
former  laundry  worker  and 
printing  press  operator. 

Despite  working  hard  to 
make  their  livings  in 
Boston's  Chinatown,  the 
two  men,  according  to  the 
association,  always  found 
time  to  help  other  immi¬ 
grants  from  China  settle  in 
their  new’  country. 

Keeping  them  alive  in 
memory,  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association 
plans  to  create  a  permanent 
exhibit,  "Henry?  W  ong  and 
Y ou  King  Y  ee  Memorial 
Gallery,"  in  its  new  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  Metropolitan 
building. 

The  permanent  memori¬ 
al  gallery  will  occupy  one 
wall  of  a  hallway  in  the  new 
space.  The  other  side  of  the 


If  regular  Sampan  readers 
notice  something  familiar 
about  the  this  year's  T-shirts 
for  the  Run  of  the  Charles 
Canoe  and  Kayak  race, 
there's  a  good  reason  why. 
Sampan's  cartoonist,  Lillian 
Chan,  has  been  selected  as 
the  T-shirt  designer  for  the 
24th  annual  event,  set  for 
Sunday,  April  30,  2006. 

The  Run  of  the  Charles 
race  t-shirts  are  given  to 
each  person  who  registers 
for  the  event  as  well  as  vol¬ 
unteers. 

A  freelance  illustrator 


...Chinese  Progressive 
Assoc.  Celebrates,  too 

The  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  held  its 
fundraising  banquet  on 
March  24  at  China  Pearl 
restaurant  to  raise  money 
for  its  permanent  home  at 
the  Metropolitan. 

Hundreds  of  people 
attended  the  event,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Boston  City  Mayor 
Thomas  M.  Menino  and  city 
councilors  Felix  Arroyo, 
Sam  Yoon  and  Chuck 
Turner. 

The  banquet  included 
auctions  selling  Chinese  cal¬ 
ligraphy,  framed-art,  and 
note  cards.  The  association 
has  not  yet  released  how 
much  it  earned  from  the 
event,  but  its  funding  rais¬ 
ing  goal  is  $1.5  million. 

Prior  to  the  banquet,  the 
association  said  it  raised  all 
but  $300,000. 

"When  we  founded  CPA 
almost  thirty  years  ago... we 
believed  in  ordinary  people 
changing  their  own  lives 
and  society.  It's  still  what 
we  believe  in,"  said  Suzanne 
Lee,  a  chairperson  of  the 
progressive  association. 

-Anita  Chang 


Spirit  Alive 

hallway  will  have  tempo¬ 
rary'  exhibits. 

"Our  theme  is  art  and 
documentation  of  immi¬ 
grant  people's  struggles," 
said  Lydia  Lowe,  executive 
director  of  the  association. 

She  said  the  idea  for  the 
gallery  came  about  after  the 
association  discovered  the 
condo  it's  pure  hasing  in  the 
Metropolitan  consists  of  two 
units  connected  by  a  corri¬ 
dor  and  not  one  large  unit. 

Upon  looking  at  the  haE- 
way,  Lowe  said,  she  told  her 
coworkers:  ‘This  is  like  20% 
unusable  space  ...We  were 
like  what  are  we  going  to 
use  this  space  for?" 

One  staffer  suggested 
the  space  be  used  for  a 
gallery. 

“It's  something  (we've) 
never  reaEy  done  before, 
but  we  feel  it's  appropri¬ 
ate....  There  are  so  many 
people  who  are  never  going 
to  be  famous  but  have 
incredible  stories  to  teH  that 
are  very  inspiring." 


and  graphic  designer,  Chan 
will  graduate  from  MassArt 
this  spring  -with  a  Bachelor's 
in  Fine  Art. 

"In  developing  the  con¬ 
cept  for  the  T-shirt,  I 
worked  around  the  idea  of 
the  Charles  River  in  the 
Spring  by?  incorporating  the 
Boston  skyline,  a  branch 
with  flowers  that  have  just 
bloomed  to  bring  the  view¬ 
er  in,  while  using  white 
which  is  so  reminiscent  of 
aE  the  white  boats  that  dot 
the  river  in  the  warmer 
months,"  said  Chan.  -A.S, 


Cheng-Zong  Yin,  piano 
8  pm.  Sat.,  Apr.  11 
AT:  Jordan  Hall,  Boston 
$23,  $25.  $15,  $10  seniors 
&  students 

www.chineseperformin  - 
garts.net 
(781)259-3195 
Program: 

Sonata  in  C  major  by 
Galuppi  Sonata  in  F  minor. 
Op.  57  by  Beethoven  and 
Sonata  in  B  flat  major,  D. 
960,  by  Schubert 

Odaiko  New  England 

“Crossroads’ 

12th  Anniversary  Concert 
Featuring  Marco  Lienhard, 

Japanese  flute  master-per¬ 
former,  artistic  director  of 
Taikoza 
April  29,  8  pm 
April  30,  3  pm 
AT:  Roxbury  Community 
College 

w  w  w.  Ti  ck  e  t  Web  .com  or 
(866)  468-7619 
Tickets:  $10-$25 
NEW  CHINESE  FILM  FEST. 
AT:  Davis  Museum  and 
Cultural  Center 
Wellesley,  Mass. 

FREE  admission,  FREE  park¬ 
ing 

davismuseum.wellesley.edu 
(781)  283-2051. 


By  Dennis  The 

Noodles  are  my  favorite 
food. 

That's  why  I  was  delight¬ 
ed  to  discover  Ken's  Noodle 
House  at  Super  88.  This  tiny 
eatery  boasts  the  smallest 
menu  of  any  restaurant  I've 
reviewed  so  far. 

But  the  nine  dishes 
offered  are  not  only  good, 
they're  great. 

I  recommend  their  spe¬ 
cials  that  currently?  include  a 
unique  ramen  imported 
from  Sapporo  —  not  the  beer 
--  the  Japanese  city 
renowned  for  its  miso  soup 
and  ramen.  The  "Sapporo" 
Miso  Ramen  ($9.50)  is  a 
miso- flavored  soup  with 
Nishiyama  ramen,  slices  of 
fatty'  pork,  fresh  bean 


“Seven  Swords’  (20C6)  by 
Tsui  Hark 

Wed.,  7  pm,  Apr.  19 

For  the  entire  series ,  go  to 

DavisMuseum.wellesley.ed 

(  ►EXHIBITIONS 

artSPACE@16, 

Malden 

To  April  22:  “REPETITION: 
Negotiating  the 
Irrationalities’ 

www.artSPACEat16.com 
(731)  321-3058 
FREE 

Cambridge  7  Associates 
Cambridge 

To  April  28:  “Paintings  East 
and  West’  by  Hans  Chao 

www.c7a.com 
(617)  49 2-7000 

Carpenter  Ctr.  for  the  Visual 
Arts, 

Sert  Gallery,  Cambridge 
To  April  16:  “Quantum 
Grids:  Sol  LeWitt,  Yayoi 
Kusama,  and  Cai  Guo- 
Qiang’ 

www.  artm  u  seu  ms.  h  arvard.  e 
du 

(617)  496-5331 
FREE 

Davis  Museum  and  Cultural 
Center 


sprouts,  bamboo  shoots  and 
a  boEed  egg.  This  soup  has  a 
fuEbody  flavor,  distinct  due 
it's  freshly?  fermented  miso. 

The  "Kita  no  Kuni"  salt 
ramen  ($9.50)  is  a  creamy 
and  mildly  salty'  ramen, 
thickly  flavored  with  pork 
broth.  It  also  comes  with 
sliced  pork,  spinach,  fresh 
bamboo  shoots,  com  and  a 
boEed  egg.  Ken's  cooks  the 
bamboo  shoots,  typicaEy  a 
pungent  vegetable,  perfect¬ 
ly. 

But  the  star  of  Ken's 
dishes  is,  of  course,  the 
ramen  --  thick,  scrumptious, 
y?ellow-egg  noodles  far  tasti¬ 
er  than  the  instant  variety'. 

Ken's  Noodle  H ouse,  1095 
Commonwealth  Ave,  Boston. 
(617)  254-5524 


sponsor:  Asian  American 
Civic  Assn. 

Wellesley  College 
To  May  24:  “On  the  Edge: 
Contemporary  Chinese 
Artists  Encounter  the  West’ 
To  June  3:  “Xu  Bing:  ‘Any 
QEnions?*' 

DavisMuseum.wellesley.edu 

(781)  283-2051 

FREE 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
To  July  9:  “Contemporary 
Clay:  Japanese  Ceramics  for 
the  New  Century’ 

To  Aug.  20:  “Tradition  and 
Transformation:  Japanese 
Art  1860-1940’ 
www.mfa.org/exhibiticns 
(617)  267-9300 
$15 

Peabody  Museum  of 
Archaeology  and  Ethnology, 
Cambridge 

To  Sept.  10:  “Reconfiguring 
Korea:  Roger  Marshutz’s 
Photography  of  Japan’ 

www.  p  eabody.  h  arvard .  edu 

(617)  496-1027 

$7.50, 


►  BUSINESS 


Greater  Boston  Business 
Roundtable 
With  Senior  U.S. 
Commercial  Officers  from 
China,  Hong  Kong  and 
Taiwan 


By  Jim  Li 

Before  I  came  to  the  US,  I 
lived  with  my  mother  in  a 
crammed  flat  in  Hong 
Kong.  Each  section  of  the 
multi-family  flat  was  par¬ 
titioned  with  a  curtain, 
leaving  little  privacy  for 
tenants.  AE  the  house¬ 
holds  shared  a  single 
bathroom. 

Life  in  the  flat  could  be 
likened  to  a  sociatist  com¬ 
mune  inside  a  capitalist 
society.  Rent  control  was 
non-existent  and  many 
families  had  to  pool  their 
money'  for  one  flat. 
EvenfuaEy,  myr  parents 
sought  a  better  life  in  the 
US,  and  we  finaEy  settled 
in  Boston,  Mass.  We  Eved 
on  Tyler  Street  in 
Chinatown.  My  parents 
were  part  of  the  working 
class  and  did  not  have 
many  of  the  amenities  and 
financial  securities 
enjoyed  by  the  middle 
class.  But,  we  had  a  roof 
over  head. 

The  rent  for  our  four- 
room  apartment  was  inex¬ 
pensive  because  of  the 
low  demand  for  housing 
in  Chinatown  in  the  early? 
1980s.  Stiff  it  was  a  stight 
burden  for  my  par  ents 
who  held  low  paying  jobs. 
I  suspect  a  reason  for  tire 
low  demand  for  apart¬ 
ments  was  the  area's  infa¬ 
mous  reputation  for 
crime,  prostitution  and  tire 
Combat  Zone  along 
Washington  Street.  I 
remember  tire  popular 
adult  theaters  such  as  the 
Pussycat  Lounge  and  the 
Naked  i 

Still,  the  stable  and  low 
rents  were  a  relief  for  my 
parents,  who  chose  to  live 
in  Chinatown  mainly?  for 
tire  low  cost  and  conve¬ 
nience.  I  betieve 
Chinatown  today  has 
drastically  changed  for  the 
worse  for  many?  Chinese 
families.  Family?  business¬ 
es  and  residents  are  being 
replaced  by'  luxury  apart 
merits.  The  area  that 
housed  the  Naked  i  will 
soon  open  as  a  high-rise 


Tue.,  April  11 

7:30  am:  registration  &  net¬ 
working 

8-9  am:  program 
AT:  125  Summer  St.,  8th 
floor,  Boston 
$45 

Greater  China  Business 
■Council  of  New  England 
www.gcbc-ne.org 

MIT  Economic  &.  Talent 
Forum 

“Entrepreneurship  & 
Diaspora:  Individual  Ride 
and  Social  Progress” 
Asia-Pacific  Career  Fair 
Sat.,  April  15 

AT  MIT  Sloan  School  of 
Management, 

Cambridge 

www.Tal  en  t  Foru  m.  org 

(►FAREWELL  ) 

In  memory  of  Kaji  Aso. 
artist,  poet,  tea  master, 
world  adventurer,  marathon 
athlete,  teacher  and  founder 
of  Kaji  Aso  Studio  Institute 
for  the  Arts,  who  passed 
away  on  March  11,  2006. 

Mr.  Aso,  thank  you  for 
adding  color  to  our  lives. 

E-mail  listings  to 
SAMPANnewsrSvahoo.  com 

.  Please  include  the  cost, 
phone  number  and  Web  site 
for  the  public. 


luxury?  apartment  tower. 
Across  the  street,  the  same 
is  happening. 

Ironically?,  what  pre¬ 
ceded  the  new  develop¬ 
ments,  as  weE  as  rent 
increases  in  the  area,  was 
a  push  by  many?  in  the 
Chinese  community?  to 
reduce  the  Combat  Zone, 
the  city's  only  adult  enter¬ 
tainment  district.  But  the 
shrinking  of  the  zone, 
came  at  a  much  higher 
expense  that  was  not  real¬ 
ized  by  the  community 
leaders.  The  poor  Chinese 
immigrants  have  lost  out. 

As  a  remedy,  I  urge 
Boston's  city  counselors  to 
c  onsider  revisiting  rent 
controL 

Whenever  rent  control 
is  mentioned,  many  home 
owners  and  landlords 
begin  to  wince  and  fear 
for  their  financial  welfare. 
But  I  would  argue  that 
without  rent  control,  busi¬ 
nesses  face  a  higher  labor 
cost.  Why?  Those  earning 
low  wages  can't  afford  to 
live  in  this  city?.  The  ability 
to  have  some  low  wage 
jobs  are  necessary  to  any 
city's  economy?  Rent  con¬ 
trol  would  allow  working 
class  families  to  Eve  in 
Boston,  supplying  the  city? 
with  cheap  labor. 

Invariably,  rent  control 
gives  poEticians  and  tire 
governor  reasons  to  keep 
the  minimum  wage  low, 
which  I  strongly  support 
under  this  context.  A  low 
minimum  wage  for  this 
state  attracts  jobs  and 
busEiess  from  other  states 
and  intemationaEy?,  mak¬ 
ing  Boston  a  vibrant  and 
friendly?  place  to  do  busi¬ 
ness.  Without  rent  control 
the  exodus  of  many  poor 
families  means  higher  cost 
of  doing  business. 

These  opinions  do  not 
reflect  the  opinions  of 
the  Sampan.  We  invite 
others  to  s  ubmit  their 
opinion  pieces,  subject 
to  editing,  to 
Englisheditor@sam- 
pan.org. 


HEALTH 

Talking  About  Teeth 

Intervieiu  with  Dr.  Neil  Goldstein,  DDS 

Q:  How  often  should  you  brush  and  floss  your  teeth? 

A:  Ideally  you  should  brush  and  floss  after  each  meal. 
Realistically,  you  should  brush  pnor  to  breakfast  to  remove  any¬ 
thing  from  the  night's  sleep,  and  brush  and  floss  after  your  first 
meal  to  reduce  the  food  between  and  on  your  teeth.  This  reduces 
the  chance  of  decay  at  the  start  of  the  day.  Throughout  the  day, 
rinsing  with  water  or  mouth  wash  or  chewing  sugarless  gum 
will  help  to  remove  food  and  get  rid  of  bacteria,  helping  to  lower 
your  chances  of  decay.  Finally,  bmshmg  and  flossing  pnor  to 
bedtime  is  very  important.  Dunng  sleep  our  mouths  are  relative¬ 
ly  motionless.  This  allows  bacteria  to  function  without  distur- 
bance  and  makes  the  chance  of  decay  and  gum  tissue  problems 
very  high. 

Q:  How  often  should  you  see  the  dentist? 

Studies  show  that  a  complete  cleaning  and  scaling  and  a  fluoride 
treatment  every  three  months  is  the  best  schedule  to  keep.  You 
should  see  your  dentist  anytime  any  pain  on  discomfort  lasts  for 
more  than  24  hours.  If  a  tooth  fractures  or  breaks  or  an  existing 
filling  is  lost,  you  should  see  your  dentist  as  soon  as  possible. 

Q:  What  causes  staining  of  teeth? 

Most  tooth  staining  is  caused  by  ...coffee,  tea,  soda,  wine,  foods 
and  smoking.  Reducing  their  intake  can  help  prevent  staining. 
Regular  brushing  will  also  reduce  the  staining.  Regular  denial 
visits  will  allow  the  dentist  to  "polish"  off  any  extrinsic  stain. 
Over  the  counter  teeth  "bleaching  or  whitening''  products  may 
help  to  "whiten"  or  lighten  your  teeth.  Intrinsic  stain  by  the 
ingestion  of  antibiotics  or  lead  while  the  teeth  are  forming  cannot 
be  "polished  "  off.  These  stains  must  be  "masked"  with  some 
form  of  a  restoration  from  the  dentist. 


This  article  was  funded  by  the  Asian  Health  Initiative  ofTufts- 
New  England  Medical  Center. 


Sampan  Comic  Artist  Designs  T-Shirt 


Random RestaurantReview  GUEST  OPINION 

Yummy  Ramen  at  Ken’s  Rent  Control  for  the  Economy 
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Buying  a  Home  In  Your  Language 


Eliza  Chow  and  Ronald  Chow  of  American  Fortune  realty 


Photo  by  Adam  Smith 


FROM  PAGE  1 

gests  increasing  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  field. 

Nationally,  the  presence 
of  Asian  American  real 
estate  agents  also  appears 
to  be  significant.  Jim  Park, 
president  and  CEO  of  the 
California-based  Asian  Real 
Estate  Association  of 
America,  speculates  that  as 
many  as  100,000  people  of 
Asian  descent  are  in  the 
business.  He  cautioned, 
however,  that  calculating  an 
exact  number  is  difficult 
because  fewer  Asian 
American  realtors  join 
mainstream  real  estate  asso¬ 
ciations  than  their  non- 
Asian  counterparts  do. 

"A  lot  of  them  are  not 
necessarily  a  part  of  the  tra¬ 
ditional  real  estate  net¬ 
work,"  he  said. 

With  some  caveats, 
sheer  population  increases 
could  point  to  an  increasing 
demand.  In  Massachusetts, 
the  Asian  American  popu¬ 
lation  grew  by  70%  from 
1990  to  2000  and  is  now 
nearly  240,000.  Nationally, 
nearly  12  million  people 
identified  themselves  as 
Asian  American  at  the  time 
of  the  2000  US  Census. 

But  simply  counting 
population  increases  can  be 
misleading,  because  in  cities 
such  as  Boston,  the  rate  of 
homeownership  among 
Asian  Americans  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  than  what  it  is 
for  whites  and  African 
Americans  (though  it's 
higher  than  the  rate  for 
Latinos)  according  to  the 
study,  “Asian  Americans  in 
Boston,"  released  in  2004  by 


the  Institute  for  Asian 
American  Studies  at  the 
University?  of  Massachusetts 
Boston.  Nationally,  the 
trend  is  similar.  The  home- 
ownership  rates  for  Asian 
Americans  lag  20%  behind 
the  rate  for  non-Hispanic 
whites,  according  to  a  2004 
study?  commissioned  by  the 
Asian  Real  Estate 
Association  of  America  in 
partnership  with  the  Asian 
American  Studies  Center  at 
the  University?  of  California 
in  Los  Angeles. 

But  just  as  most  others 
in  America,  the  ultimate 
goal  for  many?  Asian 
Americans  is  to  eventually' 
own  a  home. 

"The  first  priority  of  any 
Asian  immigrant  is  to  come 
here  and  buy?  their  own 
home,"  said  Lau.  "Owning  a 
home  is  the  American 
dream;  it’s  also  the  Chinese 
dream." 

He  said  when  he  first 
got  into  the  business  in  the 
1980s,  many  Chinese  immi¬ 


grants  would  come  to  the 
U.S.  with  very  little  money, 
work  long  hours  and  save 
money  by  living  in  small 
apartments  in  Chinatown, 
and  after  several  years,  buy 
a  home.  Now,  he  said,  more 
new  immigrants  come  here 
with  some  savings--  per¬ 
haps  by  selling  off  a  condo 
they  owned  in  Hong  Kong 
—  and  are  ready  to  buy 
sooner  than  the  previous 
wave  of  immigrants  was. 

"The  living  standard  has 
been  increasing,"  he  said. 

Another  sign  that  the 
niche  market  is  developing, 
he  said,  is  that  more  and 
more  salespersons  and  bro¬ 
kers  are  dealing  with  com¬ 
mercial  property  and  not 
just  residential. 

Lau's  biggest  project 
was  commercial:  He  located 
a  90,000-square-foot  space 
for  the  Kam  Man  mall  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  and  has 
since  been  helping  lease 
kiosk  space  to  business  ten¬ 
ants. 


But  as  the  market 
expands  and  more  realtors 
start  their  own  businesses, 
competition  has  also 
increased 

"It  seems  tha  t  recently, 
more  new’  ( Asian 
American)  real  estate  com¬ 
panies  have  been  starting 
up,"  said  Eliza  Chow,  a  for¬ 
mer  school  teacher  from 
Hong  Kong  who  runs 
American  Fortune,  a  real 
estate  agency  in  Brookline. 
"Nowadays,  there  is  more 
competition." 

"If  you  look  at  the 
World  Journal  (a  Chinese- 
language  newspaper),  you 
can  see  at  least  40  to  50 
(advertisements  for)  real 
estate  offices  and  brokers," 
said  Lau. 

Other  Asian  Markets 

The  Chinese  real  estate 
market  is  not  the  only  local 
Asian  market.  Deukhan  Son 
serves  Korean  immigrants 
and  long-term  Japanese  vis¬ 
itors  to  Boston.  LTnlike  Lau, 
Son  came  to  the  U.S.  with 
the  intent  of  entering  the 
real  estate  business.  A 
native  of  South  Korea,  Son 
studied  real  estate  science 
at  Tokyo  LTniversity'  before 
coming  to  the  U.S.  about  six 
years  ago.  Son  said  he  came 
to  the  U.S.  because  he  want¬ 
ed  to  "play  in  the  big  mar¬ 
ket" 

He  said  the  Korean  mar¬ 
ket  is  too  small  and  Japan's 
is  too  slow.  But  in  the  U.S., 
he  said:  “W  e  can  see  a  lot  of 
land  and  house  building. 

It's  a  huge  market... and  it's 
a  big  business,  which  I 
love." 

Like  the  Chinese 
American  market,  the 
Korean  American  market  is 
also  looking  to  buy,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Son. 

When  asked  if  there  is  a 
difference,  however, 
between  the  Japanese  and 
Korean  market.  Son  said: 
"Many?  Koreans  want  to  buy 
houses,  and  most  Japanese 
want  to  rent.  The  Japanese 
want  to  go  back  to  Japan 
after  several  years.  Koreans 
want  to  stay  in  the  U.S." 

Son's  observation  fits 
demographic  trends: 
Japanese,  when  compared 
with  other  Asian  subgroups 
in  Massachusetts,  have  the 
lowest  citizenship  rate, 
according  to  another  study? 
from  UMass-Boston's  Asian 
Institute.  And  his  observa¬ 
tion  is  also  shared  by  others 
in  the  business. 

"Japanese  people  tend  to 
rent  compared  to  other  for¬ 
eigners,"  said  Miho  Sato, 
who  runs  Urban  Realty 
Group.  Sato  got  into  the 
business  10  years  ago  after 


thinking  it  could  support 
her  opera  singing. 

Because  the  Japanese 
population  in 

Massachusetts  is  so  small  — 
about  10,500  —  Sato  said  her 
Urban  Realty  Group  serves 
mostly  non-Japanese, 
though  it  offers  Japanese- 
language  services  and 
advertises  in  local  Japanese 
publications  such  as  J- 
Magazine. 

Still,  she  does  provide  a 
niche  service  that  her  non- 
Japanese-speaking  counter¬ 
parts  can't  provide. 

"If  they're  a  newcomer, 
I'm  sure  they  feel  more 
comfortable  working  with 
Japanese"  when  seeking 
housing,  she  said. 

She  speculated  that  one 
reason  Japanese  rent 
instead  of  buy  is  because 
many  are  leery  of  real  estate 
markets  after  the  Japanese 
housing  market  went  bust 
in  the  1990s. 

Hiromi  Foss,  who  runs 
Mikasa  Global  Realty  and 
works  with  Japanese  clients 
as  well  as  others,  has  anoth¬ 
er  thought  about  why  few 
Japanese  buy  locally’.  She 
said  that  many  Japanese 
come  to  Boston  for  tempo¬ 
rary  work  or  as  university 
students. 

Sato  and  Foss  agree  that 
one  surprise  many?  Japanese 
renters  often  face  when  first 
finding  an  apartment  in 
Boston  is  how  expensive 
and  old  most  buildings  are. 

"In  Japan,"  said  Foss, 
"they  expect  perfection.  If 
they  are  renting  an  apart¬ 
ment,  they  want  to  move 
into  a  perfect  place." 

Same  Language 
Doesn't  Mean  Quality 

Though  it's  easier  to  do 
business  in  a  native  lan¬ 
guage,  consumers  must  still 
be  selective,  said  Jim  Park 
of  the  Asian  Real  Estate 
Association  of  America. 

"Most  in  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  are  immigrants. 
They  prefer  to  (conduct 
business)  in  their  own  lan¬ 
guage  (and)  they  tend  to 
want  to  go  to  people  who 
understand  them,"  he  said. 
But,  he  said,  the  consumer 
"needs  to  be  fully  educat¬ 
ed." 

"Unfortunately  in  this 
business,  there  are  some 
people. ..who  are  not  as 
scrupulous  as  others,"  said 
Park,  who  recommends 
interviewing  several  agents 
and  getting  referrals. 

"It's  important  to  choose 
a  real  estate  agent  wisely,  to 
know  their  background  and 
how  much  experience  they 
have,"  said  Jennifer  Chen, 
who's  been  in  the  business 


Stats,  on  Asian 
Community  in 
Massachusetts 

Who  Owns  Homes 

isi  Chinese  are  more  like¬ 
ly  to  own  a  home  than 
other  Asians.  Japanese  are 
the  most  unlikely?  to  own 
a  home. 

&  Chinese,  Vietnamese, 
and  Indians  are  all  less 
likely  to  own  homes  than 
whites. 

Rent 

^  Japanese,  Koreans, 
and  Indians  pay  more 
rent  than  o  titer  Asians, 
fut  Cambodians  pay  the 
least  in  rent. 

^  The  rents  paid  by 
Chinese  and  Vietnamese 
are  less  than  those  paid 
by  the  general  population. 

Citizenship 

Fewer  Japanese  and 
Indians  are  U.S.  citizens 
compared  to  other  Asians. 
^  Filipinos  have  the 
highest  rates  of  citizen¬ 
ship  and  naturalization  of 
all  Asians,  and 
Cambodians  are  more 
likely  than  other  Asians 
to  be  bom  in  the  US. 

Information  frorr)  a  2004  study 
■published  by  the  Institute  of 
Asian  American  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Boston. 


for  two  years. 

Eliza  Chow,  who  is  on 
the  board  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Real  Estate 
Association,  also  suggests 
considering  if  the  agent  is  a 
member  of  a  reputable  real 
estate  association.  Such 
associations,  she  said,  often 
provide  realtors  with  up-to- 
date  information  on  new 
legislation  affecting  the 
business,  such  as  the  recent 
law’  requiring  carbon 
monoxide  detectors  in 
homes. 

In  Massachusetts,  con¬ 
sumers  can  ensure  their 
agents  are  properly  licensed 
by  contacting  the  Board  of 
Registration  of  Real  Estate 
at  (617)  727-2373. 

As  for  those  considering 
getting  into  the  business 
itself,  it  can  be  competitive 
and  lots  of  hard  work.  But 
it  can  have  its  rewards,  as 
Lau,  owner  of  Cantonese 
World,  has  discovered. 

"I'm  doing  okay,"  said 
Lau.  "I'm  raising  three  kids 
and  two  have  graduated 
from  college  —  all  their 
tuition  was  paid  by’  my 
commissions." 


COLDUJGLl 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


633  TREMONT  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02118 
OFFICE:  617.424.6244 
FAX:  617.262.3755 


Great  Chinatown  Location! 

The  Metropolitan  building  offers  quintessential  downtown  living.  Located 
in  the  heart  of  the  city.  The  Metropolitan  is  an  oasis  of  comfort  and 
convenience,  complete  with  a  doorman  and  concierge  services.  Just  steps 
from  the  Boston  Common,  Theater  District,  Sports  Qub  LA,  Tufts  New 
England  Medical  Center,  and  the  financial  district. 


Facing  Boston's  skyline,  this  514  s.f.  one 
bedroom  home  boasts  a  whirlpool  tub, 
along  with  ample  closet  and  storage  space. 
Valet  garage  parking 
available  for  a  limited 
time  at  30k. 

Offered  at  $345,000. 


Ricardo  Rodriguez  617-796-6084 


B  I  I! 


included.  All  for  $589,000. 


This  beautiful  two  bedroom,  two-bath 
comer  unit  offers  breathtaking  views  of 
the  city.  This  home  features  a  granite  and 
cherry-finished  kitchen  with  black 
appliances,  wall-to-wall  carpeting,  and  a 
stunning  living  room 
with  floor-to-ceilir,g 
comer  windows! 

Deeded  parking  rights 


617-796-7566 


^pplicntions  xJYow  Joeing  ^^ccepted/ 

jj  £oll>ert  Apartments 
20  Sevens  Street 
Charlestown?  Massachusetts  02129 

Seeking  applicants  for  1  and  2-bedroom  affordable  HUD  subsidized  apart¬ 
ments.  Applicants  must  be  at  least  62  years  of  age  or  disabled.  Qualified 
candidates  will  meet  strict  income  limitations.  Pick  up  an  application  in 
person  at  20  Devens  Street,  Charlestown,  MA  02129  from  the  manage¬ 
ment  office  Tuesday,  Wednesday  or  Thursday  between  the  hours  of  9:00 
and  12:00  a.m. 

Professionally  Managed  by  Barkan  Management  Co.,  Inc. 
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Home  Buying  101 


By  the  staff  at 
MassHousing 

Buying  a  home  can  be 
intimidating,  but  with  the 
right  information  and  a 
good  plan,  you  can  likely 
afford  to  buy  a  home  in  the 
Greater  Boston  area. 

Understanding  Your 
Financial  Situation 

Your  credit  score,  monthly 
income  and  expenses,  and 
savings  determine  whether 
you  qualify  for  a  loan,  and, 
if  so,  how  much  and  at 
what  interest  rate. 

Credit-scores  range 
from  350  to  900.  A  score  of 
660  or  greater  is  considered 
good.  People  with  lower 
scores  may  have  trouble 
getting  a  loan,  and  may 
have  to  pay  higher  rates 
and  fees. 

Your  monthly  mortgage 
payment  (principal,  inter¬ 
est,  taxes  and  insurance,  or 
PITI)  should  be  no  more 
than  a  third  of  your  pre-tax 
monthly  income;  PITI  plus 
other  bills  should  be  less 
than  38%  of  your  monthly 
income. 

Savings  for  a  downpay¬ 
ment,  closing  costs,  moving 
expenses,  as  well  as  a  cash 
reserve  in  case  anything 
goes  wrong,  may  help  you 
borrow  more  and  get  a  bet¬ 
ter  interest  rate. 

Mortgage  101 

Lenders  offer  many  types 
of  mortgages. 

Fixed-rate  mortgages 
keep  the  same  interest  rate 
at  all  times,  so  payments 
remain  predictable 
Adjustable  rate  mortgages 
(ARMs)  typically  begin 
with  a  lower  fixed  rate  (for 


one  to  10  years)  and  then 
adjust  to  a  new  rate  each 
year.  Hybrid  mortgages 
combine  fixed-  and 
adjustable-rate  loans. 
Interest-only  loans  let  bor¬ 
rowers  repay  only  interest 
(instead  of  interest  and 
principal)  during  an  initial 
period.  A  lower  initial 
monthly  payment,  such  as 
an  ARM  or  an  interest-only 
loan,  may  be  appealing,  but 
after  several  years  the  pay¬ 
ments  can  increase  substan¬ 
tially.  Never  borrow  more 
money  than  you're  comfort¬ 
able  repaying. 

When  choosing  a  mort¬ 
gage,  consider  how  long 
you  will  live  in  the  home. 
Also  consider  what  your 
future  finances  might  be 
like  Try  to  work  with  a 
reputable  lender  and  make 
sure  you  understand  all  of 
the  risks.  Y ou  cannot  judge 
a  mortgage  by  its  interest 
rate  alone. 

If  you  make  a  downpay¬ 
ment  of  less  than  20%  of  a 
home's  cost,  you  may  have 
to  pay  mortgage  insurance 
to  protect  the  bank  in  case 
you  are  unable  to  repay  the 
loan.  Many  lenders  offer 
programs  to  avoid  mort¬ 
gage  insurance,  but  these 
can  increase  your  monthly 
costs. 

MassHousing,  the 
state's  affordable  housing 
bank,  offers  mortgages  for 
people  with  modest 
incomes.  The  loans  have  ' 
low  rates  and  fees  and 
some  require  no  down  pay¬ 
ment.  The  agency's  mort¬ 
gage  insurance  will  also 
help  you  pay  your  mort¬ 
gage  if  you  lose  your  job. 
Visit  masshousing.com  for 
more  information.  Other 


government  agencies  may 
offer  similar  programs. 

Finding  a  home 

Decide  the  property  types 
in  which  you're  interested, 
and  narrow  down  towns 
and  neighborhoods  by 
researching  the  schools, 
access  to  transportation, 
and  services  and  commut¬ 
ing  time 

To  find  potential  prop¬ 
erties,  search  newspaper 
classifieds  and  Web  sites  or 
simply  drive  around  places 
of  interest.  Consider  work¬ 
ing  with  a  realtor  who  may 
have  access  to  more  prop¬ 
erties.  Remember,  some 
realtors  represent  the  seller, 
not  the  buyer;  a  buyer's 
broker  will  represent  the 
buyer's  interests. 

Making  an  Offer 

An  Offer  to  Purchase  com¬ 
mits  you  to  buying  a  prop¬ 
erty  provided  certain  terms 
and  conditions  are  met. 

An  offer  should  include 
contingencies  to  protect 
you  in  case  unforeseen 
issues  arise  Common  con¬ 
tingencies  make  an  offer 
dependent  on  a  home 
inspection,  and  your  ability 
to  obtain  financing. 

Before  you  negotiate  a 
price,  decide  the  most 
you're  willing  to  pay,  and 
see  whether  items  such  as 
appliances  and  fixtures  can 
be  included  in  the  agree¬ 
ment.  Once  an  offer  is 
accepted,  a  Purchase  and 
Sales  (P&S)  agreement  will 
be  drafted.  You  should  con¬ 
tact  a  lawyer  before  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  the  P&S. 

Applying  for  a  Mortgage 

Now  it's  time  to  apply  for 


financing.  Contact  your 
lender  to  lock  in  an  interest 
rate  and  get  information  on 
the  types  of  mortgages,  fees 
and  closing  costs.  Shop 
around  for  the  best  rates 
and  terms,  and  do  your 
homework  when  selecting 
a  lender  and  a  loan. 

For  the  actual  loan 
application,  gather  your 
bank  statements,  pay  stubs, 
and  infonnation  on  assets 
and  investments. 

The  Home  Inspection 

A  home  inspection  by  a 
licensed  professional  is 
essential  before  buying  a 
home.  An  inspector  will 
review  the  structure  and 
systems  of  a  home,  and  will 
provide  a  report  on  poten¬ 
tial  problems  and  suggest¬ 
ed  maintenance. 

You  may  be  able  to 
renegotiate  the  final  sales 
price  following  the  home 
inspection.  A  list  of 
licensed  home  inspectors 
can  be  found  at 
www.mass.gov/  reg/home, 
htm. 

Closing  the  Deal 

A  “closing"  -refers  to  when 
the  title  is  transferred  from 
seller  to  buyer  and  when  all 


By  Mai  Banh,  Asian 
Community  Development 
Corporation 

Buying  a  home  is  difficult 
for  anyone,  but  even  more 
so  if  English  is  not  your 
first  language.  There  are 
many  opportunities,  but 
not  everyone  knows  how  to 
interpret  the  advertise¬ 
ments  for  them.  The  best 
way  to  educate  yourself 
about  the  process  of  buying 
a  home  is  to  take  a  First 
Time  Homebuyer 
Education  workshop, 
which  is  available  locally  at 
different  places  in  English, 
Chinese,  Vietnamese, 
Spanish,  and  other  lan¬ 
guages. 

But  for  those  who  are 
hoping  to  learn  a  little  bit 
about  applying  for  afford¬ 
able  housing  before  taking 
a  class,  here  are  a  few  com¬ 
mon  questions  from  poten¬ 
tial  homebuyers: 

What  is  a  "first  time 
home  buyer?** 

People  are  "first-time  home- 
buyers  ”  if  no  person  in  their 
household  has,  within  the  pre¬ 
ceding  three  years,  owned  the 
house  they  lived  in  or  owned 
an  interest  in  other  houses. 
What  is  a  "Local 
Preference?" 

To  cptalify  for  "Local 
Preference"  in  an  affordable 
housing  lottery,  applicants 
must  be  residents  or  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  city  or  town  in 
which  the  affordable  housing 
is  available. 

What  is  AMI? 

Ei>ery  year  the  U.S. 

Departmen  t  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD) 
sets  income  limits  for  various 
affordable  housing  programs 
called  AM/  (Area  Median 
Income).  It  is  the  median 
household  income  between  the 
highest  and  lowest  household 
income  in  the  metropolitan 
area. 

The  "100%  of  Median" 
term  refers  to  the  actual  Alvll 
for  the  region ;  if  an  affordable 
housing  lottery  sets  a  house¬ 
hold  income  limit  at  80% 
AMI.  it  means  the  income 
limits  were  listed  based  on 
household  size  of  80%  median. 


monies  are  due.  Closing 
begins  with  a  walk-through  j 
of  the  home  to  ensure  that  j 
it  is  in  acceptable  condition,  j 

You  should  bring  to  the  i 
closing  a  certified  cashier's  I 
check  or  treasurer's  check  j 
to  cover  closing  costs, 
which  include  points  (one  j 
point  =  1%  of  the  loan 
amount),  attorney  fees,  title  : 
search,  title  insurance,  a 
municipal  lien  search, 
appraisal,  a  credit  report  j 
and  a  certified  plot  plan.  | 
Also,  a  home  owners' 
insurance  policy,  binder,  j 
and  paid  receipt  for  the 
first  year's  premium  is 
required.  You  should  have  j 
your  attorney  with  you  at  j 
the  closing. 

Lastly,  you  will  sign 
numerous  documents  at  the  j 
closing,  including  the  mort-  j 
gage,  mortgage  note,  a  set-  j 
tlement  statement  and  sev-  j 
eral  disclosures. 

Once  you  put  your  pen  I 
down,  be  sure  to  get  the 
keys  to  your  new  home. 
hlassHousing  aims  to  provide  : 
affordable  home  ownership 
opportunities  for  low-  ami 
moderate-income  home  buyers,  j 
Leant  more  at 

masshousing.com  or  by  call-  j 
ing  (888)  627-7562. 


For  example,  in  Boston,  if  you  j 
are  a  family  of  three  people  j 
looking  to  enter  a  lottery  with  j 
an  income  limit  of  80%  AM/,  j 
your  combined  annual  income  j 
would  have  to  be  under 
$59,550. 

Who  is  considered  a  j 
"Boston  Resident"? 

A  Boston  resident  is  in  a 
household  that  is  a  document-  j 
ed  full  time  resident  of  the  city  i 
of  Boston.  Hmvever,  the  fol-  j 
lowing  non-residents  will  be  : 
granted  residency  status  for  j 

the  prurpose  of  affordable  hous-  j 
ing  policies : 

A.  Former  Boston  residents  j 

that  can  show  that  they  were  a  j 
documented  full-time  resident  j 
of  the  city  on  or  after  Januan/  j 
1,  1999.  | 

B.  Non-resident  tenants  that  j 
can  document  that  they  were  ! 
displaced  from  an  apartment  j 
in  the  city  as  a  result  of  the  j 
end  of  rent  control  in  1995-  i 
96. 

C.  Any  non-resident  employee  !. 

of  the  City  of  Boston  wishmg  1 
to  become  a  resident  of  the 
city.  | 

What  is  the  difference  j 
between  mortgage 
Pre-qualification  and 
Pre-approval? 
Pre-cpialification  is  the  process  : 
in  which  the  lender  will  look  j 
at  a  basic  copy  of  your  credit  j 
report  and  use  the  information  j 
you  supply  to  determine  how  : 
much  mortgage  you  can  afford  j 
based  on  your  income.  No 
accounts  or  employment  infor-  j 
mation  is  verified.  Pre-  j 

approval  is  the  next  step, 
when  all  credit  and  employ-  j 
ment  is  verified  and  the  mort-  : 
gage  is  approved,  subject  to  j 
the  appraisal  of  the  property  j 
you  have  chosen  to  buy. _ j 

Mat  Banh  runs  the 
Comprehensive  Home 
Ownership  Program  for  the  I 
Asian  Commimity 
Development  Corporation  in  \ 
Chinatown  and  conducts  First-\ 
Time  Homebuyers  courses  in  j 
Cantonese  and  Mandarin. 

Asian  CDC  offers  counseling  \ 
in  Cantonese,  Mandarin. 
Teochow,  and  Vietnamese. 

(617)  482-2380.  asiancdc.org.  ! 
A  source  for  this  story  is 
www.bostonhomecenter.com.  : 


Got  Credit 
History? 
You’d  Better 

Mortgage  Loan  Officer 
Explains  Importance  of 
Credit  History 

By  Adam  Smith 

Phila  Hang  is  a  residential 
mortgage  loan  officer  with 
Eastern  Bank.  She  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  bank's  Asian 
market  and  speaks  Khmer 
and  Vietnamese.  The 
Sampan  recently  spoke  to 
Hang  to  find  out  about  the 
importance  of  establishing  a 
credit  history. 

Why  is  it  important  to 
have  a  credit  history? 

Credit  is  veiy  important 
when  you  go  out  to  apply 
for  any  type  of  loan, 
whether  small  or  large, 
because  lenders  don't  know 
who  you  are.  They  will  need 
to  see  a  payment  history 
and  if  you  don't  have  that, 
then  they  would  be  reluc¬ 
tant  to  lend  because  they 
don't  know  if  you  are 
going  to  pay  them  back  or 
not. 

Are  there  any  obstacles 
that  you  see  In  the  com¬ 
munities  you  work  with? 

From  just  what  I  see, 
there're  two  extremes. 
There's  one  where  they  do 
have  credit  but  it's  out  of 
control  They  co-sign  for 
family  members  and  they 
think  it's  not  going  to  affect 
them.  But  they  should  know 
that  they  are  also  liable  and 
when  someone  looks  at  their 
credit  report,  it  can  count 
against  them.  And,  on  the 
other  end  is  they  don't  have 
any  credit  at  all  and  they 
don't  believe  in  credit. 

What  do  you  mean  they 
don't  believe  in  credit? 

Because  of  their  back¬ 
grounds,  a  lot  of  Khmer  and 
Vietnamese  see  credit  as 
debt  and  debt  is  bad.  They 
don't  want  to  have  any  debt 
(and  prefer  to  pay  in  cash). 

What  would  you  say  to 
someone  who  says:  Why 
should  I  have  a  credit 
card? 

I  would  tell  them  that  you 
live  here  in  America  where 
credit  is  everything.  In  the 
future,  if  you  want  to  make 
a  purchase,  or  do  anything, 
such  as  open  up  a  small 
business  or  help  your  child 
pay  a  college  loan,  then  you 
would  need  credit...  A  lot  of 
people  don't  know  who  you 
are,  and  by  looking  at  your 
credit  report,  they  can  tell  (if 
you  will  be  likely  to  repay  a 
loan).  The  banks  don't 
know  who  you  are,  and  if 
you  don't  have  any  credit 
how  are  they  going  to  know 
that  you  are  going  to  pay 
them  back. 

If  they  don't  have  any 
credit  at  all  I  would  say  that 
they  should  try  to  establish 
credit  by  getting  a  credit 
card  for  a  department  store 
or  at  supermarkets.  Start  out 
small. 

How  does  It  take  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  credit  history? 

At  least  one  year. 


NEWTON  AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING  LOTTERY 
May  16th,  2006 

2  AFFORDABLE  HOMES 

One  2-Bedroom,  1.5  Bath  -  $  143,000 
One  3-Bedroom,  3  Bath  -  $  1 54,200  (for  Local  Preference  only) 

The  Oxford  House 

391  Walnut  Street ,  Newton 

A  Newtonville  historical  building  conversion  preserving  existing  architecturally  significant 
interiors  while  totally  reconstructing  and  renovating  the  interior  into  loft-style  living. 
Households  must  have  income  at  or  below  80%  of  the  Area  Median  Income 

The  Income  Limits  for  Households  are  as  follows: 

2  Person  -  $  52,950  3  Person  -  $  59,550 

4  Person -$  66,150  5  Person -$  71,450 

6  Persons  -  $  76,750 

Applicants  must  have  as  many  household  members  as  bedrooms  to  be  eligible  for  the 
lottery.  Households  qualify  for  Local  Preference  if  one  of  the  household  members  is 
currently  a  City  of  Newton  employee,  a  resident  of  Newton,  or  an  employee  in  Newton. 

The  Homes  will  first  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  June.  Applications  and  Information 
available  at  the  Clerk’s  Office  in  Newton  City  Hall  and  The  Newton  Public  Library. 

Downpayment  Assistance  may  be  available  through  the  City  of  Newton 
Homebuyer  Programs.  A  separate  application  is  required  See 
http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/PlanningPepartment  services.htm 

or  call  617-796-1730  or  email:  homeownership@newtonma.gov. 

A  PUBLIC  INFORMATION  WORKSHOP  will  be  held  on 
April  18th,  2006  at 

Newton  City  Hall  in  the  War  Memorial  at  7:00  PM 

Completed  Applications  and  Required  Income  Documentation 
must  be  postmarked  by  April  26th,  2006 

For  Questions  Call  (617)  876-5919 
And  Leave  A  Message. 

•rMaiMKTT 
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What’s  a  SoftSecond  Mortgage? 


By  the  Massachusetts 
Housing  Partnership 

Veseth  Poy  wants  to  own  a 
home  someday.  A  native  of 
Cambodia,  he  came  to 
Massachusetts  in  1985,  lived 
with  relatives  in  Amherst, 
attended  the  University  of 
Massachusetts,  and  moved 
to  the  Boston  area  in  1999  to 
find  a  job.  Today,  he  works 
in  the  health  care  industry, 
is  married  with  a  young 
child  and  rents  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  Lynn. 

Poy's  story  is  typical  of 
many  in  Greater  Boston.  He 
has  a  good  job  but  can't  yet 
afford  to  buy  a  home. 

While  he  saves,  he  has 
taken  homebuyer  education 
courses  and  is  learning 
about  mortgage  programs. 

One  mortgage  program 


is  the  SoftSecond  Loan 
Program  for  first-time 
homebuyers. 

This  article  will  discuss 
this  loan  program,  one  of 
several  available: 

Before  enrolling 

Attending  a  homebuyer 
course  is  the  first  step  in 
qualifying  for  mortgage 
programs  like  SoftSecond. 

Who  uses  it? 

Created  in  1990,  SoftSecond 
has  helped  over  8,700  low 
and  moderat^income  first¬ 
time  homebuyers  purchase 
their  first  home. 

How  does  SoftSecond 
work? 

SoftSecond  combines  a  con¬ 
ventional  first  mortgage 
from  a  bank  with  a  state- 


subsidized  second  bank 
mortgage.  The  state  subsi¬ 
dizes  interest  payments  on 
the  second  mortgage  for  the 
first  nine  years  and  the  bor¬ 
rower  pays  interest  after  10 
years,  but  makes  no  princi¬ 
pal  payments  until  the 
eleventh  year. 

Typically,  a  first-time 
homebuyer  making  $ 45,000 
could  afford  a  home  priced 
at  $  155,000  with  a  conven¬ 
tional  mortgage  and  would 
pay  $  1,237  per  month.  With 
a  Soft  Second  loan,  the 
same  homeowner  could 
afford  $195,000  and  would 
pay  only  $1,228  per  month. 
Splitting  the  total  mortgage 
also  allows  the  borrower  to 
avoid  the  additional 
expense  of  private  mort¬ 
gage  insurance^  which  is 
CONTINUED  PAGE  9 


OPEN  HOUSE,  APRIL  9TO 
SUNDAY  12-2 

This  is  it!  This  is  the  home  you've  been  looking 
for  and  it's  pnced  to  sell!  Charming,  totally  air- 
conditioned  colonial  on  quiet  dead-end  street 
COMPLETELY  renovated  inside  and  out 
right  to  the  studs  -plumbing,  heat  elec.,  kitchen,  baths,  flooring,  even  the  roof  is 
new!  Professionally  landscaped  yard  with  a  lovely  sunny  courtyard  and  storage  shed. 
Convenient  to  Malden  Square  as  well  as  easy  access  to  all  major  local  highways, 
buslines  and  the  orange  line.  Can't  get  any  better  than  this! 


MALDEN  $359,800 


Call  for  an  individual  appointment 


Stephen  Conroy  978-312-1314 


The  Thomson  Companies 


AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  LOTTERY 

June  7,  2006 

Archstone  Reading 

40-42  and  70  West  Street,  Reading,  MA 
41  New  Affordable  One,  Two  and  Three  Bedroom  Apartments 

■  12  one-bedroom,  25  two-Bedroom,  and  2  three-bedroom  Units  will 
be  rented  to  qualified  low  income  households. 

■  The  rents  of  the  units  are:  1  Bedroom:  S  645 

2  Bedrooms:  $  757 

3  Bedrooms:  $  859 

( Rent  does  NOT  include  utilities ) 

These  rents  ONLY  change  with  an  applicant’s  income  for  housing  voucher  holders. 
Otherwise  the  applicant  is  responsible  for  foil  payment  of  rent. 

•  In  order  to  qualify,  income  cannot  exceed  the  following  maximum 
income  limits  per  household  size : 

1  persons  $28,950  4  persons  $41,350 

2  persons  $33,100  5  persons  $44,650 

3  persons  $37,200  6  persons  $47,950 

•  Renters  will  be  selected  from  a  list  of  applicants  by  lottery.  Twenty-Eight  of 
the  apartments  will  be  specially  designated  for  applicants  who  qualify  for 
local  preference. 

•  Apartments  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  June. 

Apartments  feature  deluxe  kitchens  with  granite  countertops;  stainless  steel  appliances- 
including  refrigerator  with  icemaker,  microwave,  multi-cycle  dishwasher  and  disposal; 
large  walk-in  closet;  and  individual  washer/dryer.  Residents  have  exclusive  access  to  a 
sports  club;  resort-style  swimming  pool;  internet  cafr;  barbeque  grills;  media  room  with 
surround  sound  and  a  club  room. 

Applications  and  Information  available  for  QUALFIFIED  Households  at: 

The  Community  Services  Department  in  the  Reading  Town  Hall  (16  Lowell  St.), 
and  The  Reading  Public  Library  (64  Middlesex  Ave.) 

All  Completed  Applications  and  Required  Ineome  Documentation 
must  be  postmarked  by  May  30th,  2006 

For  questions  please  call  (617)  876-5919  and  leave  a  message 
or  check  local  papers  for  ads  and  information. 


The  Boston  Home  Center 

The  Key  to  Homeownership 

-  Buy  A  Home 

-  Avoid  Foreclosure 

-  Fix  Credit  Problems 

-  Learn  Home  Repair 

-  Become  a  Landlord 

-  Get  Advice  About  Refinancing 

-  Find  The  Best  Mortgage  for  You 

-  Get  Financial  Assistance  for  Homebuying  or  Home  Repair 

Call  61 7-635-HOME  or  visit  www.bostonhomecenter.com  to 
get  help  making  smart  choices  about  homeownership. 


City  of  Boston  -  Thomas  M.  Menino,  Mayor 
Department  of  Neighborhood  Development  -  Charlotte  Golar  Richie,  Chief  and  Director  !Si 
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New  Law 

Requires 

Carbon 

Monoxide 

Detectors 

By  M.  Thang 

As  of  March  31,  2006,  home- 
owners  and  landlords  must 
have  carbon  monoxide  detec¬ 
tors  in  their  homes  and  rental 
properties  in  Massachusetts, 
according  to  a  new  law  passed 
last  month  in  that  state. 

Called  ''Nicoles' s  Law,"  the 
legislation  aims  to  prevent 
deaths  from  carbon  monoxide, 
an  odorless  colorless  gas  that 
can  be  fatal.  The  law  is  named 
after  a  7-year-old  girl  in 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  who  died 
last  year  after  her  home  filled 
up  with  deadly  amounts 
of  the  gas. 

Poisoning  by  carbon  monox¬ 
ide  (CO)  can  result  in  coma  or 
permanent  damage  It  can 
injure  the  heart  and  "i$  a  sig¬ 
nificant  predictor  of  [death]," 
according  to  a  January  2006 
study  in  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

Homes  and  properties  that 
must  have  carbon  monoxide 
(CO)  detectors  are  those  that 
have  fossil-burning  sources  or 
enclosed  parking  areas  (such  as 
garages).  Fossil-burning  sources 
include  boilers,  hot  water 
heaters,  gasoline,  propane,  oil, 
wood /wood -burning  stoves, 
coal,  and  fireplaces. 

The  CO  detectors  must  be 
on  every  level  of  tire  residential 
building  and  within  10  feet  of 
each  bedroom  and  in  live-in 
areas  of  basements  and  attics. 
The  detectors  may  be: 

■  battery  operated, 

■  plug-ins  with  battery  back¬ 
up, 

■  hard-wired  with  battery 
back-up  (installed  by  an 
electrician), 

■  in  a  low-voltage  system, 

H  wireless  or 

I  in  a  combination  unit  that 

serves  as  a  warning 

device  for  both  smoke  and  CO. 

The  combination  units  must 
use  two  separate  ways  of  warn¬ 
ing  for  smoke  and  CO:  a  voice 
recording  that  calls  out  for  CO 
or  smoke/fire,  and  a  noise- like 
tone  sound.  The  technology 
used  for  the  smoke-alarm  part 
of  the  unit  must  be  photo-elec¬ 
tric.  Hard- wired  systems  for 
CO  detectors,  which  are  com¬ 
mon  in  large  rental  properties, 
have  up  to  January  1,  2007,  to 
be  installed. 

CO  detectors  start  at  about 
$20  for  the  battery-operated 
ones. 

Landlords  must  inspect  and, 
if  needed,  replace  CO  alarms 
each  year  and  at  the  start  of  any 
rental  period.  Fire  departments 
will  inspect  homes  for  CO 
detectors  on  their  sale 
Properties  that  don't  pass 
inspection  cannot  be  sold.  Fees 
for  inspections  of  CO  alarms 
and  smoke  detectors  are  $50  per 
single-family  home  or  unit  (e.g., 
a  condo),  $100  per  two-family 
building,  $150  per  three-  to  six- 
unit  building,  and  $500  per 
building  of  six  or  more  units. 

To  team  more',  go  to 
ivivw.maBS.gov/djs  or  call  your 
local  fire  de-par  ment. 


Know  Your  Rights 


Tenants: 

By  Alice  Leung  and  Lydia 
Lowe  of  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association 

When  tenants  in  • 
Chinatown  have  problems 
with  their  apartments,  one 
obstacle  to  finding  help  is 
lack  of  access  to  informa¬ 
tion.  Many  are  not  aware 
of  their  rights  as  tenants, 
and  feel  powerless  when 
treated  unfairly.  In  the 
past  year,  almost  50  peo¬ 
ple  came  to  our  office  with 
housing  questions,  ranging 
from  "What  can  I  do  if  the 
landlord  refuses  to  fix  a 
leak?"  to  "Can  I  do  any¬ 
thing  if  my  rent  suddenly 
increases  drastically?" 

Knowing  your  rights  is 
a  first  step  to  defending 
yourself.  Every  tenant  has 
a  right  to  a  safe  and 
healthy  living  environ¬ 
ment,  and  there  are  laws 
and  resources  available  to 
help  tenants  defend  this 
right. 

Here  what  you  should 
know  about  your  tenant 
rights: 


SoftSecond 

FROM  PAGE  8 

generally  required  when 
the  loan  exceeds  80%  of  the 
property  value. 

Has  the  program  worked 
for  homeowners? 

Yes.  SoftSecond  has 
been  able  to  maintain  a  his¬ 
tory  of  low  foreclosure 
rates.  In  2005,  SoftSecond 
reported  just  one  foreclo¬ 
sure.  It's  the  second  straight 
year  that  the  program  has 
had  one  foreclosure  and  the 
program  has  experienced 
just  28  foreclosures  in  its 
history.  Be  careful  of  preda¬ 
tory  and  out-of-state 
lenders  offering  zero-down 
arid  adjustable  mortgages. 

Unlike  zero-down  pay¬ 
ment  and  other  so-called 
predator)’  loan  products, 
SoftSecond  requires  a  3% 
down  payment  and  home- 
buyers  must  take  homebuy- 
er  classes.  That's  a  reason 
why  delinquent  payment 
and  foreclosure  rates  are 
significantly  lower  for 
SoftSecond  loans  than  other 
targeted  loan  programs. 

Who  is  eligible  for  the 
program? 

To  participate  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  you  must  meet  the 
following  guidelines: 

1.  You  must  be  a  first-time 
homebuyer.  This  means 
you  haven't  owned  a  home 
in  the  three  years  prior  to 
applying  for  the  SoftSecond 
Loan  Program.  If  you  have 
owned  a  home  with  a  for¬ 
mer  spouse,  are  a  single 
parent,  or  owned  a  home 
without  a  foundation  you 
may  also  be  considered  a 
first-time  homebuyer. 


Relationship  betireen  ten¬ 
ants  and  landlords 
A  tenant  pays  rent  to  a 
landlord  in  exchange  for 
safe  and  healthy  living 
conditions.  In  other 
words,  landlords  are  paid 
for  services  that  they  need 
to  provide.  For  example,  in 
acceptance  of  the  tenancy, 
the  landlord  has  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  provide  necessary 
maintenance  and  repair 
services,  adequate  heat 
and  hot  water  in  the  win¬ 
ter,  pest  control,  and  lead- 
free  units  for  families  with 
children.  The  landlord 
cannot  evict  or  retaliate 
against  you  for  asking  for 
repairs. 

When  such  problems 
exist  in  your  apartment, 
you  can  take  different 
steps  to  seek  alleviations. 

It  does  not  matter  whether 
you  live  in  government 
subsidized  housing  or  a 
private-market  unit.  The 
landlord  and  management 
company  have  to  make  all 
necessary  repairs  in  a 


2.  You  must  complete  an 
accepted  first-time  home- 
buyer  education  course. 

Ask  MHP  for  a  list  of 
acceptable  courses  in  your 
area  or  view  the  list  on  the 
W eb  site  at 

www.mhp.net/homeown- 
ership/  softsecond.php 

3.  Your  total  household 
income  and  assets  must  be 
within  Program  limits. 
Limits  vary  by  community. 
Ask  MHP  for  a  list  of  cur¬ 
rent  income  limits  or  view 
the  list  on  the  webs.ite  at 
www.mhp.net/homeown- 
ership/softsecond.php 

4.  You  must  agree  to  use 
the  property  you  purchase 
through  the  SoftSecond™ 
Loan  Program  as  your  pri¬ 
mary  residence  throughout 
the  term  of  your  loan. 

5.  You  must  choose  a 
home  in  a  participating 
community  with  an  estab-  . 
lished  subsidy  source.  Ask 
MHP  for  a  list  of  currently 
participating  communities 
or  view  the  list  on  our  Web 
site  at 

www.mhp.net/homeown- 
ership/  softsecond.php 

6.  Allowable  purchase 
prices  are  based  on  afford¬ 
ability.  Limits  may  vary  by 
community.  Ask  MHP  for  a 
list  of  current  purchase 
price  guidelines  or  view  the 
list  at 

www.mhp.net/homeown- 

ership/softsecond.php 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Massachusetts  Housing 
Partnership  at  (800)  752- 
7131. 


timely  manner. 

Notify  landlord  or  man¬ 
agement  of  issue 
If  there  is  a  repair  or  main¬ 
tenance  issue  in  your 
apartment,  you  should 
first  notify  the  landlord  or 
management.  You  should 
ask  the  landlord  for  a 
timeframe  in  which  the 
repairs  will  be  completed. 
It  should  not  take  longer 
than  30  days  from  the  time 
you  notify  them.  You 
should  document  all  of  the 
problems  that  were 
brought  to  the  laindlord 
and  all  of  your  attempts  to 
have  it  fixed. 

Contact  the  Inspectional 
Services  Department 
If  your  landlord  refuses  to 
make  necessary  repairs, 
you  can  call  your  local 
inspectional  services 
department.  For  Boston 
residents,  you  can  contact 
the  Boston  Inspectional 
Services  Department  at 
(617)  635-5300  to  request  a 
free  inspection.  If  the  con¬ 
ditions  violate  the  State 
Sanitary  Code  or  Local 
Health  Ordinances,  ISD 
can  order  the  landlord  to 
make  repairs  within  a 
given  period  of  time  If 
the  landlord  fails  to  make 
the  repairs,  you  should 
contact  the  ISD  for  a  re¬ 
inspection. 

If  the  conditions  in 
your  apartment  do  not 
violate  the  State  Sanitary’ 
Code  or  Local  Health 
Ordinances,  but  the  land¬ 
lord  still  did  not  fulfill 
their  obligation  to  provide 
a  safe  and  habitable  living 
environment,  there  are 
other  means  for  tenants  to 


take  action.  There  are  dif¬ 
ferent  tenant  advocacy 
organizations  and  legal 
service  centers  that  are 
knowledgeable  about  ten¬ 
ant  rights.  Some  of  these 
organizations  are: 

Boston  Tenant  Coalition 
(61 7)  423-8609 
Chinese  Progressive 
Association  (617)  357-4499 
City-Life/Vida  Urbana 
(61 7)  524-3541 
Greater  Boston  Legal 
Services  (617)  371-1270 

If  the  landlord  contin¬ 
ues  to  refuse  repairs 

If  landlord  still  fails  to 
make  necessary  repairs, 
there  are  different  ways  to 
put  pressure  on  them  to 
improve  your  living  condi¬ 
tions.  It  is  important  at  this 
point  to  work  with  other 
tenants  who  are  also 
affected  to  increase  your 
leverage  to  deal  with  your 
landlord.  From  the  per¬ 
spective  of  some  land¬ 
lords,  housing  rental  is  a 
business  that  brings  in 
profit.  They  want  to  make 
the  highest  profit  with  the 
least  amount  of  effort  and 
trouble.  One  of  the  most 
effective  ways  to  push 
landlords  to  fulfill  their 
obligations  is  to  withhold 
rent  collectively  until  the 
repairs  are  made. 

If  tenants  do  decide  to 
withhold  rent  legally,  they’ 
should  look  at  several 
variables  to  see  if  their  sit¬ 
uation  qualifies: 

The  condition  is  so 
severe  that  it  can  "endan¬ 
ger  or  materially  impair" 
the  health  or  safety  and 
well  being  of  the  tenants 
in  the  building. 


The  landlord  knows 
about  the  condition.  This 
is  when  the  record  keep¬ 
ing  is  key. 

The  condition  was  not 

caused  by  your  household. 

Make  repairs  and  deduct 
from  rent 

Tenants  have  the  right  to 
get  necessary  repairs  done 
and  deduct  the  cost  from 
their  rent  under  certain 
conditions.  It  is  important 
to  keep  all  records  and 
receipts  of  such  costs. 

T  enants  who  live  in 
government  subsidized 
housing  also  have  more 
leverage  and  protection. 
Government  revenue  used 
to  provide  housing  subsi¬ 
dies  are  all  public  funds 
that  came  from  tax  dollars. 
Therefore,  landlords  of 
these  buildings  have  an 
obligation  to  use  these 
public  dollars  responsibly. 
If  tenants  do  not  feel  that 
is  the  case,  they  can 
request  to  view  the  operat¬ 
ing  budget  either  through 
the  landlord  or  the  gov¬ 
ernment  agency  that 
releases  the  funds. 
Transparency  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  ways  to 
keep  accountability.  Mass 
Housing  Finance  Agency 
(617)  S54-1000  is  a  govern¬ 
ment  agency  that  oversees 
a  lot  of  housing  subsidies 
and  is  a  good  place  to  start 
looking 

The  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  is  located  at  33 
Harrison  Ave.  A  source  tor 
this  story  was  the  tenant 
organizing  manual  created  by 
City  Life,  Vida  Urbana 
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Medford,  12PM-3PM  Sat  A  Sun. 

Amaranth  Place  Condos.  Follow  Open  House 
signs  to  Myrtle  St.  models.  Pre  Const-Ultra 
modern  Ig  2  A  3  BR  Townhouses,  S.S.  appli¬ 
ances,  Jacuzzi,  1.5-3. 5  BA's,  C/A,  decks,  2- 
car  garage  A  Fireplace.  Fabulous  bonus  room. 
Smaller  units  starting  at  $334,900  to 
$489,900.  www. amQranthplace.com 

Prudential  Prime  Properties 
Wo  If  son/Cutler  Real  Estate 
Marc  Cutler 
781-396-9500  xl20 


Seeking  Waitlist  Applicants 
For 

Spacious  Townhouse  Style  Apartments 
Located  at 
Marian  Gardens 
1 8  Anderson  Lane 
Lynn,  Massachusetts  02109 


Close  to  schools,  shopping  and  public  transportation! 

2, 3  and  4-BR  units 

Applicants  must  meet  HUD  Section  8  income 
and  program  eligibility  requirements. 

In  order  to  qualify,  total  annual  household  income  cannot 
exceed  the  following  income  limits  per  household  size: 


2 

Person 

3 

Person 

4 

Person 

5 

Person 

6 

Person 

7 

Person 

8 

Person 

$33,650 

$37,850 

$42,050 

$45,400 

$48,800 

$52,150 

$55,500 

For  more  information  or  to  obtain  an  application, 
please  contact: 

Weld  Management  Company 
112  Water  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(&17)  367-3434,  ext.  223 

M-F  9  am-5  pm 

EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

Marian  Gardens  is  an  Equal  Housing  Opportunity  Provider 


REAL  ESTATE  SPECIAL 


Sampan  April  7,  2006  P.  10d 
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Encre 
°pen  unn 


The  grace  of  an 
English  manor  with  luxury 
amenities  throughout. 
Granite  countertops; 
custom  moldings;  pool; 
fitness  center; 
mature  landscaping; 
unsurpassed  value. 
Minutes  from  Routes  1  and  93 
and  the  “T”  stop  in  Malden. 


1 9th  Century 
Charm. 

2 1  st  Century 
Lifestyle ! 

Call  781.321.3133 

Sales  Center  open  1 1  -4  daily 
www.  Stone-Gables,  com 

Front  Boston:  Rtc.  1  No.  or  Rte.  93  No. .to 
Rte.  60  exit.  Rte.  60  to  Malden  to  30  Daniels  St. 


The  City  is  Yours. 


A.- 


THE  RESIDENCES  AT 

sroNe  q  Abies 

Developed  by  Coliseum  Investment  Group,  LLC 

Marketed  by  tMN  The  Collaborative  Companies 


One  bedrooms  from  $350s  •  Two  bedrooms  from  $450s 

Pricing  includes  one  parking  space 


R E  G  ATT A 


■■ 


At  Brookside,  we’ll  give  you  money 
toward  closing  costs, 
reduced  mortgage  rates, 
designer  upgrades,  condo  fees, 
even  new  furniture!  It’s  up  to 
you,  so  let’s  make  a  deal! 


BROOKSIDE 

AT  ANDOVER 


Pool,  clubhouse,  fitness  center,  tennis. 
Minutes  from  Routes  93  &  495. 
Starting  at  just  $276,500! 

Call  978.681.9801  Models  open  daily  11-4. 
www.brooksideatandover.com 

Developed  by  WinnCompanies 

Marketed  by  raw  The  Collaborative  Companies 


Regatta’s  luxury  amenities  include: 

Business  Center  •  Entertainment  Suite  •  Fitness  Center 
Pool  &  Whirlpool  Private  Theater  •  Shuttle  Service 
Tillinger’s  Concierge  •  Valet  Parking 


Twelve  Museum  Way  •  Cambridge 
617.475.2900  •  www.regattaboston.com 


Sales  center  open  Mon,  Wed  and  Thors  10-6,  Tues  10-8,  Fri  10-4:30, 
Sun  11-6,  or  by  appointment.  Closed  Sat.  &  4/13-14  &  4/19-20. 
Complimentary  sales  center  valet  parking.  Broker  participation  welcome. 
On  site  financing  available.  Owned  by  Regatca  Riverview,  LLC. 


Directions:  Route  93  North  to  Exit  45  (River  Rd.)  Lcfl  at  light, 
then  right  at  the  2nd  light  onto  North  Street  to  entrance  on  the  right. 


||  CRESCENT 
»H  EIGHTS 


Atlanta  •  Boston  •  Chicago  •  Dallas  •  Honolulu  > 
New  York  •  Palm  Beach  •  Philadelphia  •  San  Francisco 


Los  Angeles  •  Miami 
•  Tampa  •  Washington  DC 
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Quincy  Chinese 
Church  of  the  Na/aicne 
J7  lias!  Elm  Ave 
Wollaston.  MAO’ 1 70 
6I7-47I-58V9 


Vf  J , 
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MY  CHOICE: 


Making  Up  for  Lost  Time 

Gaining  Value  from  Every  Minute  of  My  Education 
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Visit  our  website  at  www.simmons.edu/som/bamba 
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617-635-HOME  |£±li  www.bostonhomecenter.com 


City  of  Boston  -  Thomas  M.  Menino,  Mayor 

Department  of  Neighborhood  Development  -  Charlotte  Golar  Richie,  Chief  and  Director 
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Foundry  Square 

129  Merrimac  Street,  Newburyport,  MA 

(3)  1  HKB.  1  HM:  $167,500 
(5)2I&£,  1#  1-1/2  $192,500 

(5)3EA$,  \Jk  1-1/2  ffi£,  ttil:  $210,000 

SiftMt&AIW: 

1  A-$46,300  4  A- $66 ,150 

2  A-$52,950  5  A-$71 ,450 

3  A-$59,550  6  A-$76,750 

*2oo6^w*aifeAPg$ijpT^««.  mmtnm 

m.  mtH: 

4  0  11  B&4  0  24  0,  i&±7B|§9  0# 

Newburyport  Town  Hall  fit^ 

wmxmm 

Newburyport  City  Hall  Planning  Office  Newburyport  Public  Library 
60  Pleasant  St.,  Newburyport  94  State  Street,  Newburyport 

^c3fcE§:  JTE  Realty  Associates,  P.O.  Box  955,  North  Andover,  MA  01845 
foundrv@iterealtvassociates.com 


«#JLh0$:  2006^50  9  0  (^8) 
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EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


PIANO  MILL 

The  place  for  pianos™ 

www.planomlll.com 

PRESENT  THIS  AD  FOR  FREE  DELIVERY! 


PIANO  SALE!  tiJSS9¥! 

YAMAHA,  KAWAI,  BALDWIN,  STEINWAY 


Lowest  prices 

m&mm, 

Warranteed 

pnn  num, 

Delivered 

mmnm 


781-826-6601 

1130  WASHINGTON  STREET,  HANOVER 
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{§3§fTnunnIM±M,  #1  fit  :www. 
ChinesePerformingArt  s  .net 
7&(781 )259-81950 


25  Studios* 

1  East  Lenox  St,  Roxbuiy  (comer  of  Washington  St  ffjfl) 


ma®  aiaftApga  affiiftAPgftij 

7  $390  $11,700  $17,700 

18  $675 _ $20,230 _ $33,340 


&&eaMis*L  mg.  gs* sutbBttsatt&ffAifia. 
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{£§0  East  Lenox  St.0T$4£jiE 
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£  Izi&lfg:  78 1-843-1242  for  an  application. 
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tl  ¥(£)  >  South  End  Urban  Renewal 

Displacees  (  50%S\)Bf  (£) 

Mfa  Caritas  Communities,  Inc.  781-843-1242  12 
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Meetinghouse  Commons  (55  M&-t) 
South  Bradford  &  Dale  Streets 
North  Andover,  MA  Hit1^ 


Ruggles  Shawmut  Housing 

746-750  Shawmut  Ave.  &  41  Ruggles  St.  Boston,  HA 


**  (2006  *)  mi,  Hf^14tiPS¥f4llia 

|ii|f$8Fltii#&g«0i.  1  mm.  2  ISMmx  3  SS*o 

Ruggles  Shawmut  Housing  Jt— 1 liig^-iBcAMMMSSXg, 


(ii)2&£.  2 

^M$166,100,  1,546  ¥1jMR 
HUD 

Housing  and  Urban  Development) 

tfriTSif^AM 

1  A-$41,700  3  A-$53,650 

2  A-$47,700  4  A-$59,600 

50  3  BT^70#M9B# 

JtkiA:  North  Andover  Middle  School 
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HA 

ESA 

HA 

AA 

30« 

$17, 700 

$20,  200 

$22,  750 

$25,  250 

$27,  250 

$29,300 

50X 

$29,450 

$33,  650 

$37,  850 

$42, 050 

$45,  400 

$48,800 

60« 

$46, 300 

$52,950 

$59, 550 

$66, 150 

$71,450 

$76,  750 

Ruggles  Shawmut  Housing  Office 
122  Dewitt  Drive,  Roxbury.  HA  02119 
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Stevens  Memorial  Public  Library  No.  Andover  Town  Hall 

345  Main  St,  No  Andover  120  Main  St.,  No.  Andover 
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JTE  Realty  Associates,  P.O.  Box  955,  North  Andover,  MA01845 
§ R1E#£:  meetina@iterealtvassociates.com 

$it#llfcBJW:  2006  *£  5  n  22  0 
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EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Cornu  Management  Company,  Inc. 
95  Broadway,  Boston,  MA  02116 

an*rr«gsgw»*  =  6i  7-542-301 9 
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621  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 02111 
WU:  (617)338-4700 
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Swansea  Affordable  Housing  Lottery 

June  21, 2006 

7  New  Affordable  Homes 

One-Bedroom;  $125,000 
Two-Bedroom:  $140,000 

OCEAN  COVE 

166  Pine  hurst  Avenue,  Swansea 

This  new,  age -restricted  development  is  offering  contemporary  units 
featuring  central  air,  tiled  kitchen  and  bath,  wall-to-wall  carpeting, 
patio,  dishwasher,  range  and  washer/dryer  hook  up.  Ready  for 
occupancy  beginning  in  July:  2  One-Bedroom  &  5  Two-Bedroom 
homes  available  to  households  with  incomes  at  or  below  80%  of  the 
area  median  incomes  AND  with  at  least  one  member  age  55  or  older. 

HOUSEHOLD  MAXIMUM  INCOME  LIMITS: 

1  person  $41,000  3  person  $52,700 

2  person  $46,850  4  person  $58,550 

PUBLIC  INFORMATION  WORKSHOP: 

6:00PM  May  10,  2006 

Case  High  School  Cafeteria  -  70  School  Street,  Swansea 

Applications  &  information  available  for  QUALIFIED  households  at: 
Swansea  Town  Hall  -  8 1  Main  Street 
Swansea  Free  Public  Library  -  69  Main  Street 

Completed  applications  must  be  received  by 
June  9, 2006 

Questions?  Leave  a  message  on  our  lottery  hotline:  (617)  876-5919 
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Why  rent  when 
you  can  own? 
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Lower  Interest  Rates 


No  Points 


The  SoftSecond™ 
Loan  Program 

can  make  it  happen. 


SoftSecond™  Loan  Program 

local  sponsors: 


No  PMI 


•  3%  Down  Payment 


Visit  www.mhp.net 
or  call  today! 


Bank  of  America 
Boston  Private  Bank  &  Trust 
Cambridge  Savings  Bank 
Central  Bank 
Citizens 

East  Cambridge  Savings  Bank 
Marlborough  Cooperative  Bank 
Winchester  Co-operative  Bank 


Dedham  Savings 
Eastern  Bank 
Hyde  Park  Savings  Bank 
Mt.  Washington  Bank 
Sovereign  Bank 
TD  Banknorth,  N.A. 
Wainwright  Bank  &  Trust 


1-800-752-7131 


Administered  by  the  Massachusetts  Housing  Partnership 
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CORCORAN 

'-BROKERAGE-1 


Tel:  617-698-5900 
We  Do  Your  HOME  Work 


www.REmilton.com www.REquincy.com 


Milton  m ZM 


$899,000 


$359,000 


Miiton  mmm,  ®,  1 1  urn  i  ®s,  3.5  m 

,  2  urn  (i  m,  1  lift,  mmmmm,  2  sst- 

w  Angst  isffflis,  pnm±. 

Stately  colonial  in  sought  after  neighborhood  with  higher  priced  homes. 
Hdwd  floors  throughout.  1 1  rooms,  7  bdrms,  3.5  baths.  2  fireplaces  (1 
wood,  1  gas).  New  kitchen  and  family  room  being  renovated  with 
:ompletion  set  for  April.  2  level  in-law  suite  with  kitchen  hookup  and 
private  deck.  Walking  distance  to  transportation. 


B,  6  RPR,  2-3  ffiM,  ® 

mmm,  gfMii,  mm,  mp,  mm, Mm 
mm,  PmmmM.  mwmmm. 

Location,  location.  Beautiful  colonial,  6  rooms,  2  bdrm  with  possible 
3rd  bdrm.  x-large  master  suite  with  his/her  closets.  Dining  rm  with 
built  in  china  cabinet  and  new  oversized  deck  with  french  doors.  New 
roof,  windows,  water  heater.  Transportation  at  top  of  street  and  walk¬ 
ing  distance  to  shopping  mall  with  specialty  food  stores.  It  won’t  last. 


00  As  El 


MAY  IS  ASIAN  AMERICAN  HERITAGE  MONTH! 

Special  Employment  issue  coming  out  May  5th,  2006. 

Asian  American  Heritage  issue  coming  out  May  19th,  2006. 


In  compliance  with  the  Department 
of  Housing  and  Community  Development, 
financial  assistance  to  live  at  Linden  Ponds, 
a  beautiful  community  for  people  62-plus,  is 
available  for  qualified  applicants. 


Call  our  Sales  and  Information  office 
today  at  1-800-832-5319,  and  we  will 
be  happy  to  send  you  information  on  this 
program  and  a  free  Information  Kit. 


Linden  Ponds 
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Hingham,  MA 
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1  Retirement  Communities 


Firsf  Realty 
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ret  in  i  y»  •lATitrrrnni'rm 


//  369  Boylston  St. 
tf  Newton,  MA  02459 


Kevin 

Susie  Hsu 

Walsh 

Irene  Ho 

617.332.3420 

617.694.7569 

781.888.3322 

1031  Tax  Exchange  Commercial  Property  Experts 


BUSINESS  TERRITORY: 
Newton,  Watertown.  Brighton, 
Aliston,  Brookline,  Cambridge, 
Belmont,  Arlington,  Lexington, 
Wellesley _ 


Brookline:  mmES,  9£fKJi,  5  &US/3  ;§^/2  $1.249  575 

Chestnut  Hill  area.  9  yr  old  Colonial,  5  br/3ba/2  car  garage,  many  custom  features.  SI.24B  million 
Belmont:  1972  4»B/3;§W2T^M,2BD0+¥75^R,  Winn  Brook  S89BK 

Brick/ stone  multi-level  custom  built  house,  built  in  1972, 4  br/3  full  bath,  two  car  garage,  2B0D+  sf,  Winn  Brook  School.  S83SK 
Newton: 3 & 13/1.5 mm*,  I3DD^7?SR,  S4I3K 
3  br/L5ba  colonial,  move-in  condition,  1300+sf.  S419K 

NewtDn:  is  iRfS  Dak  Hill.  10.000  ItiJ,  tfSESSiS  S59BK  -  Dak  Hill  area,  original 'ranch  on  10,000  in  needofrenov,S599K 
Boston:!  0- g§/t;§H,  Condo,  2004 ffg;0T,  21 S,  fte-Kit,  S379K 

I  br/lba  luxurious  high-rise  condo  built  in  2004,  valet  parking,  21st  floor,  great  view,  S379K 
Boston:  16 Milton £*».  Stf.  fflRA  I.2S575.  A 45K,  TSS799K. 

near  Milton,  very  profitable  Liquor  store,  gross  1.25  million,  lottery  income  45k,  business  only  S799k.  w/  real  state  2.5  million 
Aliston:  Townhouse  4  eh  i§/2  ;MH,  Iff  Harvard  Business  School,  %  tfi  $419,900 

Young  3  level  townhouse  with  4  BR,  2  full  BA  close  to  Harvard  Business  School,  $419,900 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 


44  School  Street 
5th  Floor,  Suite  500 
Boston,  MA  02108 

617-723-6200 


*  Permanent  Resident  Status/Green  Card 

*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 
•>  Temporary  Work  Visas/HIB 
<♦  Labor  Certifications 

*  National  Interest  Waivers 
4  Outstanding  Researchers 
4  Investors 

<•  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

36  Years  Experience 
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617-426-9492  A. 
200  Treinont  St. 
Boston,  MA 


C4Msi4-&A4-fl} 

617-426-9462^206 


Toon-Teck  Hu  (Richard)  REALTOR' 
ANDREW  REALTY 
361  Main  Street,  Malden  MA  02148 

Offices  a/so  in  Medford.  Winchester.  Reading  Stoneham.  Everett  &  Woburn 

781)  248-8218  www.MySweetHome.biz 

,  “I  will  sell  your  house  or  ERA  will  buy  it”. 

ERAtWT«:;W3T  . 


Malden  -  rifi|Malden«&,(ft,*f  rff .a  Aft'fc.J112.800 

Malden -*Sk¥S®M,7im3mi1/2iifl,  «*ittS&Sft(tlifS. 
s#&,  9  frmmm  $368,ooo 

Malden 4Sk5t,  11/2IS&  9  fffl 

Oak  grovetftSSiS,  $379,900 

Newton- 4PSSUB.  BfiWf  M.  SSWisJSftK,  ft****. 

$260,000 

Qumcy-».  «S1WK«1,  9itK'1986A,  ffi»¥45W  Adams St.E. 

10NM/3BS.  2  1/2  T***.  $749,9001 

Chinatown^iJAftftftS«#,  WftSffi,  Bfcm  2«®Rit!slE-$228,900 
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Congregaiional 
Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 


til 


Susan  Wu 

Sales  and  Rental  Agent 


Susan^/J^l(^Hffl@al§) 


231  Harvard  Avenue 
Aliston,  MA  02134 


C:  617.645.6007 
0:617.732.0000x302 
F:  617-732-1500  (»«i 

E:  susanswu@yahoo.com  (*S> 


Recruiting  volunteers  to  provide 
any/all  of  the  following  support) 

•Accompany  seniors  to  MD  visits 
•Provide  companionship  by 
reading,  running  an  errand, 
cooking  a  meal,  playing  a  game... 


Contact:  Para  617-451-6400  X  1931 
PAustinComer@Elderlnfo.org 


Make  a  difference  in  your  life  by 
making  a  difference  for  someone  else. 

cxsre 

BSHC  supports 
seniors  with  pro¬ 
grams  and  services 
to  enable  them  to 
live  in  their  homes 
with  dignity  and 
improved  quality  of 
life. 

lfj  \  You  can  afford  to 
I  nomel  BUY  A  home  in  Boston! 


The  1st  Home  Program  otters  affordably  priced  new  and  rehabilitated  homes  throughout  the  City  of 
Boston  to  first-time  homebuyers.  To  leam  more,  attend  one  of  our  free  lottery  application  seminars: 


Schedule  of 
Application  Seminars 


April  27,  2006 
Thursday  -  6:00  PM 
Grove  Hall  Branch  Library 
5  Crawford  Street 
Dorchester,  MA 


May  11.2006 
Thursday  -  6:00  PM 
West  End  Branch  Library- 
151  Cambridge  Streel 
Boston,  MA 


June  13,  2006 
Tuesday  -  6:00  PM 
Fields  Comer  Branch  Library 
1520  Dorchester  Avenue 
Dorchester.  MA 


East  Boston 

330  Meridian  St.  Condominiums 

(5)  Condominiums 

(2)  1  bedroom  units  for  $155,000 

(3) 2  bedroom  units  for  $170,000 
Applicable  tQ  all  unit}; 

Living  Room.  Dining  Room.  Kitchen 
Refrigerator.  Gas  Stove.  Laundry  H/U 
Dishwasher/Disposal 

(1)2  Bedroom  Unit  is  Handicap  Adaptable 
( 1 )  One  Bedroom  Unit  and  all  2  Bedroom  units 
have  a  dining  room 
Preference  Criteria:  Boston  Residency. 
Handicap  Preference 

Requirements:  Minimum  Household  si/c 
equals  number  of  bedrooms  minus  one. 


Application  Deadline,  April  30th,  2006 


First-time  homebuyers  only.  Some  preferences,  income  and  asset  restrictions  apply. 
Information  is  subject  to  change.  We  arc  not  responsible  for  errors,  changes,  or  omissions. 

Call  6 17-635-HOME  (4663)  for  more  information  about  the  program,  upcoming  properties  or 
an  application,  or  visit  us  on  the  web  at:  w\v  w  BostonHomeCenter.com 


Boston 

Home 

Center 


Homehuver  Services  and  the  Boston  Home  Center 

Empowering  Boston  residents  to  heroine  successful  homeowners 

City  of  Boston,  Thomas  M.  Menino,  Mayor 

Dcpartim-nt  of  Neighbor IhmkJ  Development 
Charlotte  Golar  Richie.  Chief  and  Director 
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Michael  Tow  is  president  and  founder  of 
New  Boston  Financial.  He  has  been  working 
with  families  for  over  ten  years,  helping  them 
to  manage  their  investments  and  secure  their 
financial  futures. 


58  Harvard  Street  •  Brookline,  MA  02446  •  Phone:  617-734-4400 
mtow@newbostonfinancia1.com  •  www.newbostonfinandal.com 
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TAg  Share  wood  Project,  a  free  health  care  organization,  is  open  to  everyone  regardless  of  Kmaatia!  aettL 


Our  services  include: 

•  Urgent  care  medicine  -  diagnosis,  treatment, 
and  referrals 

•  Dental  screenings  and  referrals  to  Tufts 
Dental  Clinic 

•  Anonymous  HIV  and  STD  testing  and 
counseling 

•  Nutrition  consults 

•  Flu  shots,  hepatitis  B  vaccination,  testing, 
and  counseling 

•  Blood  sugar,  pressure,  and  cholesterol 
screenings 

No  health  insurance  or  Green  Card  needed 

We  have  Mandarin  and  Cantonese  translators 


Location;  First  Congregotionol  Church 
ffbfli;;  1 84  Pleasont  Street, 

Maiden,  AAA  02148 

I  Hours;  Tuesdays,  6:30  -  9:00 
sar,  6:30 -9.-00 
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